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CoaszaroxvEnce wita Tae HonouraBie F. W,
A Bauvcs, C.B, Her Masesty’s Exvoy Ex-
TRIORDINARY AND MINISTER PLENIPOTENTIARY
» Caoia.

No. 1.
The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr Bruce.

{Bxirset.) Foreign-Office, March 1, 1859,
TH‘ Queen baving boen pleased to appoint
you to ba Her Majesty’s Envoy Extraordi-
&&:ld Minister Plenipotentiary in China, and
# that eapacity to exchange, at Pekin, Her Majes-
s mtification of the Treaty of Tien-tsin with
mtification of #ut compact by the Emperor
o Chiss, I bave now to furnish you with such

instructions as may serve for your guidance
the fmportant mission entrusted to you by Her

Her Majesty’s Government had hoped that the
Rad of Eigin would have returned to this country
previously to your departure, that so your instrue-
tioos might bave been framed after personal com-
munieation with his Excellency. But it would
seem that the interesting excursion up the Yang-
te-kenng river, which he so judiciously deter-
mined to undertake, has occupied more time than
be mticipated, snd any further delay in your
departare might possibly prevent you from ex-
shanging the ratifications within the period speci-
::..il the Treaty, namely, before the 26th of

Arsngements have been made for providing

Egb for yourself and the members of your

jon In the contract steam-vessels which convey

Ahe British mails of the 10th of March from Mar-

willes 40 Alerandria, and from Suez to Singapore

ong-Keng, in case you should not find at

Seer Her Majesty’s ship * Furions” waiting to

v8 you, of at Singapore some other man-of-
war appointed to convey you to China.

Os your arrival at” Hong-Kong you will, in
¥irtes of the Commission as Chief Superintendent
of British Trade, with which you are provided,
welieve 8ir John Bowring of his duties in connee-
Sow with this office, and you will make arrange-
moats ot traneferring the general direction of
British affairs in China to Shanghae, at which port
8 & %o be married om until such time as circom-
Mauces shall admit of its being permanently estab-
fished ot Pekin,

. You will not remain at Hong-Kong longer than
is absolutely necessary, but proceed to Shanghae on
your way to the Peiho.

Her Majesty’s Government were fully prepared
at once to carry out the provision of the Treaty
of Tien-tsin, which admits of the permanent
residence of a British Ambassador at Pekin ; but
the observations on this point, which Lord Elgin
has so ably laid before them, coupled with the
fact that the French Governmeant, on considering
Baron Gros's reports, have arrived at the same
conclasion, have determined Her Majesty’s Go-
vernment, for the present at least, to fix at Shang-
bae the residemce of the British Mission, and
only to require that it should be received occa-
sionally at Pekin. But you will be careful to
make the Chinese authorities at the capital and at
Shanghae distinctly understand that Her Majesty’s
Government do not renounce the tight of perma-
nent residence, and, on the contrary, will instantly
exercise it if at any time difficulties are thrown
in the way of communications between Her Ma-
jesty’s Minister and the Central Governmeént at
Pekin, or any disposition shown to evade ot defeat
the objects of the Treaty.

Her Majesty’s Government are prepared to
expect that all the arts, at which the Chinese are
such adepts, will be put in practice to dissuade you
from repairing to the capital, even for the¢ purpose
of exchanging the ratifications of the Treaty ; but
it will be your duty, firmly but temperately, to
Tesist any propositions to that effeet, and to admit
of no excuses ; and you will say that the effect of
any persistance on the part of the Chinese Govern-
ment in throwing obstacles in the way of yomr
arrival at Pekin, and of the presentation of your
credentials to the Emperor in person, will be, that
Her Majesty’s Government will insist on the literal
fulfilment of the Treaty, and establish the Mission
permanently at Pekin.

You will probably find it advisable, before yous
departare from Shanghae, to send an intimation to
Pekin of your approach, and to request that suit-
able arrangements may 'be made for yPapfi 14
reception at the mouth of the Peih§y pué
tsin, and for your journey from thaigpl#s
The Admiral in cummand 6f Her QMg
forces ii Chins has been ditected 4 fren
yon, to the mouth of the' Peiho, sl
force, and unless any unforesdh B3
should appear to make another HGriph}




