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BUCKINGHAM PALACE, February 3, 1859.
j ied by His

Her Majesty, accompanied by
P%{IOS a‘lil(}-lyirfbness T]ie Prince Consort, proceeded
in St tZ from Buckingham Palace to the I‘Ious?
o P soon after two o'clock ;

rived
of Peers, where she arrived soon
and was "received, on alighting from her state coach,

p neellor, the Lord President, the
}.)a%rtdh%r-i[:r(;dSeglljaSir Angustas Clifford, Bart., C.%.,
Deputy Great Chamberlain (in the absence of t ez.
Lord Willoughby de Eresby), and the Treasurer l;)
the Honsebold, Garter King of Arms, and :; e
Yeoman Usher of the Black Rod, and proceeded to
the State Robing Room in the customary manner.

Her Majesty was there robed, and the proces-
gion moved into the House in the usual order :—
the sword of state was borne by the Earl of Derl.)y,
the cap of maintenance by the Marquess of Win-
chester, and the crown by the Duke of Brandon.

Her Majesty being seated on the Throne, and
His Royal Highness The Prince Consort on a Chair
on the left side of the Cloth of Estate, the G}reat
Officers of State and others standing on the right
and left, James Pulman, Esq., Yeoman Usher of
the Black Rod, was sent with a message from Her
Majesty to the House of Commons, command-
jing their immediate attendance in the House of
Peers. The Commons being come thiiher accord-
ingly, Her Majesty was pleased to deliver the
following most gracious Speech to both Houses of
Parliament :—

My Lords and Genilemen,

In recurring at the usual season to the advice of
My Parliament, I am happy to think that, in the
internal state of the Country, there is nothing to
excite disquietude, and much to call for satisfaction
and thankfulness. Pauperism and Crime bave con-
siderably diminished during the past year, and a
spirit of general contentment prevails.

The blessing of the Almighty on the valour of
My troops in India, and on the S‘kl“. .of their Com-
manders, has enabled me to inflict signal chastise-
ment upon those who are still in arms against My
authority, whenever theyhave ventured to encounter
My Forces ; and I trust that, at no distant period, 1
may be able to announce to you the complete paci-
fication of that great Empire, and to devote My
attention to the improvement of its condition, and
to the obliteration of all traces of the present
unhappy conflict.

On assuming, by your advice, the direct Govern-
ment of that portion of My Dominions, T deemed
it proper to make known, by Proclamation, the
principles by which it was My intention to be
guided, and the clemency which I was disposed to
show towards those who might have been seduced
into Revolt, but who might be willing to return to
their allegiance. 1 have directed that a copy of
that Proclamation should be laid before you.

I receive from all Foreicn Powers assurances of
their friendly feelings. To cultivate and confirm
those feelings, to maintain inviolate the faith of
Public Treaties, and to contribute, as far as M
influence can extend, to the preservation of the
general peace, are the objects of
solicitude.

I have concluded with the Sover eigns who were
parties to the Treaty of Paris of 1856, a Convention
relative to the erganisation of the Priuncipalities of
Moldavia and Wallachia. Those Rouman Provinces
ame now proceeding to establish, under its provisions
their new form of Government. ’

A Treaty of Commerce which I have concluded
with the Emperor of Russia, and which wiil be laid

My unceasing.
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before you, is a 'satisfactory indication of the
complete re-establishment of those amicable
relations which, until their late unfortunate inter.
ruption, had long subsisted between us, o the
mntnal advantage of Our respective Dominiong,

The measures which, in concert with my AJl
the Emperor of the French, I thought it neceggy, y
to take upon the coast of China, have resulted i, .
Treaty by which further effusion of blood hag been
prevented, and which holds out the Prospect of
greatly increased intercourse with that extensive
and densely-peopled Empire.

Another Treaty into which I have entereq with
the Emperor of Japan opens a fresh field for copy.
mercial enterprise in & populous and highly civiligeq
country, which has hitherto been zealously guarded
against the intrusion of Foreigners. As soon a4
the Ratifications of these Treaties shall have been
exchanged, they will be laid before you.

I have great satisfaction in announcing to you
that the Emperor of the French has abolisheq 5
system of Negro Emigration fr_om the east coast of
Africa, against which, as unavoidably tending, how-
ever guarded, to the encouragement of the Siave
Trade, my Government has never ceased to address
to His Imperial Majesty its most earnest but friendly
representations.

This wise act on the part of His Tmperial Majesty
induces me to hope that negotiations now in pro-
gress at Paris may tend to the total abandonment
of the system, and to the substitution of a duly
regulated supply of substantially Free Labour.

The State of the Republic of Mexico, distracted
by Civil War, has induced me to carry forbear-
ance to its utmost limits in regard to wrongs and
indignities to which British Residents have been
subjected at the bhands of the two contending
parties. They have at length been carried to such
an extent that I have been compelled to give in-
structions to the Commander of My Naval Forces
in those Seas to demand, and, if necessary, to en-
force, due reparation.

Genilemen of the House of Commons,

T have directed that the Estimates of the ensuing
year shall be submitted to you. They have Leen
framed with a due regard to economy and fo the
efficiency of the Public Service.

The universal introduction of steam power into
naval warfare will render necessary a temporary
increase uf expenditure in providing for the recon-
struction of the British Navy ; but I am persuaded
that you will cheerfully vote whatever sums you
may find to be requisite for an object of such .vgtal
importance as the maintenance of the Maritime
Power of the Couniry.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

Your labours have in recent Sessions been use-
fully directed to various measures of Legal an
Social Improvement. In the belief that further
measures of a similar character may be wisely a.'il]
beneficially introduced, I have desired that Bi .‘:}
may be submitted to you, without delay, for assim ];_
lating and amending the Laws relating to Ba'nto
ruptcy and Tusolvency ; for bringing together l?th
one set of Statutes, in a classified form, and Wlto
such modifications as experience will suggest o
you, the Laws relating to Crimes and Offences o
England and Ireland ; for enabling the owners o
land in England to obtain for themselves an mn
feasible title to their estates and .inter'e§t5: :n
for registering such titles with simplicity
security.



