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All the officers behaved well, and the exertions
of the small body of Volunteer Cavalry—only forty
in number—under Captain Radcliffe, 7th Light
Cavalry, were most praiseworthy. Sir Henry
Lawrence subsequently conveyed his thanks to my-
self, who had, at his request, accompanied him upon
this occasion (Colonel Case being in command of
Her Majesty's 32d). He also expressed his
approbation of the way1 in which his staff—
Captain Wilson, Officiating Deputy1 Assistant
Adjutant-General; Lieutenant James, Sub-Assist-
ant Commissary-General; Captain Edgell, Offici-
ating Military Secretary; and Mr Couper, Civil
Service—the last of whom had acted as Sir Henry
Lawrence's Aide-de-Camp from the commencement
of the disturbances,—had conducted themselves
throughout this arduous day. Sit Henry further
particularly mentioned that he would bring the
gallant conduct of Captain Radcliffe and of Lieu-
tenant Bonham of the Artillery (who worked the
howitzer successfully, until incapacitated by a
Wound), to the prominent notice of the Govern-
ment of India. The manner in which Lieutenant
Birch, 71st Native Infantry, cleared a village,
with a party of Sikh skirmishers, alsd elicited
the admiration of the Brigadier-General. The
conduct of Lieutenant Hardinge, who, with his
handful of Horse, covered the retreat of the
rear-guard, was extolled by Sir Henry, who ex-
pressed his intention of mentioning the services
ef this gallant officer to his Lordship in Council.
Lieutenant-Colonel Case, who commanded Her
Majesty's 32d Regiment, was mortally wounded
whilst gallantly leading on his men. The service
had not a more deserving officer. The command
devolved on Captain Steevens, who also received a
death-wound shortly afterwards. The command
then fell to Captain Mansfield, who has since died
of cholera. A List* of the Casualties on this occa-
sion accompanies the Despatch.

It remains to report the siege operations.
It will be in the recollection of his Lordship in

Council that it was the original intention of Sir
Henry Lawrence to occupy not only the Eesidency,
but also th« fort called Muchhee Bhowun—an old
dilapidated edifice, which.had been hastily repaired
for the occasion, though the defences were even at
the last moment very far from complete, and were
moreover commanded by many houses in the city.
The situation of the Muchhee Bhowun with regard
to the Residency has already been described to the
Government of India.

The untoward event of the 30th of June so far
diminished the whole available force that we had
not a sufficient number of men remaining to occupy
both positions. The Brigadier-General, therefore,
on the evening of the 1st of July, signalled to the
garrison of the Muchhee Bhowun to evacuate, and
blow up that fortress in the course of the night.
The orders were ably carried out, and at 12 P.M.
the force inarched into the Residency with their
guns and treasure, without the loss of a man; and
shortly afterwards, the explosion of 240 barrels
of gunpowder, and 6,000,000 ball cartridges, which
were lying in the magazine, announced to Sir
Henry Lawrence and his officers — who were
anxiously waiting the report—the complete de-
struction of that post and all that it contained.
If it had not been for this wise and strategetic mea-
sure, no member of the Lucknow garrison, in all
probability, would have survived to tell the tale ;
for, as has already been stated, the Muchhee
Bhowun was commanded from other parts of the
town, and was, moreover, indifferently provided
with heavy artillery ammunition, while the diffi-
culty, suffering, and loss which the Residency
garrison, even with the reinforcement thus ob-
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tained from the Muchhee Bhowun, has under-
gone in holding the position, is sufficient to show
that, if the original intention of holding both posts
had been adhered to, both would have inevitably
fallen.

It is now my very painful duty to relate the
calamity which befel us at the commencement of
the siege. On the 1st of July an 8-inch shell burst
in the room in the Residency in which Sir H.
Lawrence was sitting. The missile burst between
him and Mr Couper,. close to both, but without
injury to either. The whole of his Staff implored
Sir Henry to take up other quarters, as the Resi-
dency had then become the special target fot
the round shot and shell of the enemy. This,
however, he jestingly declined to do, observing
that another shell would certainly never be pitched
into that small room. But Providence had or-
dained otherwise, for, on the very next day, he was
mortally wounded by the fragment of another
shell which burst in the same room, exactly at the
same spot. Captain Wilson,, Deputy Assistant
Adjutant-General, received a contusion at the same
time.

The late lamented Sir H. Lawrence, knowing
that his last hour was rapidly approaching, directed
me to assume command of the troops, and appointed
Major Banks to succeed him in the office of Chief
Commissioner. He lingered in great agony till the
morning of the 4th of July, when lie expired, and tha
Government was thereby deprived, if I may venture
to say so, of the services of a distinguished states-
man and a most gallant soldier. Few men have
ever possessed to the same extent the power which
he enjoyed of winning the hearts of all those with
whom he came in contact, and thus ensuring the
warmest and most zealous devotion for himself and
for the Government which he served. The suc-
cessful defence of the position has been, under
Providence, solely attributable to the foresight
which he evinced in the timely commencement of
the necessary operations, and the great skill and
untiring personal activity which he exhibited in
carrying them into effect. All ranks possessed
such confidence in his judgment and his fertility of
resource, that the news of his fall Was received
throughout the garrison with feelings of consterna-
tion, only second to the grief which was inspired in
the hearts of all by the loss of a public benefactor
and a warm personal friend. Feeling, as keenly
and as gratefully as I do, the obligations that the
whole of us are under to this great and good man,
I trust the Government of India will pardon me
for having attempted, however imperfectly, to
pourtray them. In him every good and deserving
soldier lost a friend and a Chief capable of dis-
criminating, and ever on the alert to reward merit,
no matter how humble the sphere in which it was
exhibited.

The garrison had scarcely recovered the shock
which it had sustained in the loss of its revered
and beloved General, when it had to mourn the
death of that able and respected officer Major
Banks, the Officiating Chief Commissioner, who
received a bullet through his head while examining
a critical outpost on the 21st of July, and died
without a groan.

The description of our position, and the state
of our defences when the siege began, are so fully
set forth in the accompanying Memorandum,*
furnished by the Garrison Engineer, that I shall
content myself with bringing to the notice of his
Lordship in Council the fact, that when the blockade
was commenced only two of our batteries were
completed, part of the defences were yet in an
unfinished condition, and the buildings in the
immediate vicinity, which gave cover to the enemy,
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