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BUCKINGIIAM PALACE, February 1, 1841

LIS day Her Majesty, accompanied by His Royal High-
ness Prinee Albert, proceeded in state from Bucking-
ham-Palace to the House of Peers, where she arrived soon
after two o'clock ; and was received, on alighting from Her
state coach, by the Lord Chaneellor, the Lord President of
the Council, the Lord Privy Seal, Sir Augustus Clifford,
Bart. C. B. Deputy Great Chamberlain (in” the absence of
the Lord Willoughby d‘Eresby), the Earl Marshal, the Lord
Steward of the Household, the Duke of Wellington, Garter
King of Arms, and the Yeoman Usher of the Black Rod, and
proceeded to the robing-room in the customary manner.

Ier Majesty was there robed, and the procession moved
into the House in the usual order ;—the sword of state was
Yorne by the Duke of Wellington, and the cap of mainten-
ance by the Marquess of Winchester.

ler Mujesty being seated on the Throne, and His Royal
Highness Prince Albert on a Chair on the left side of the
Cloth of Lstate, the Great Officers of State and others stand-
ing on the right and left, James Pulman, Fsq. Yeoman
Usher of the Black Rod, was sent with a message from Her
Majesty to the House of Commons, commanding their at-
tendance in the House of Peers,  The Commons being come
thither accordingly, 1ler Majesty was pleased to deliver the
following most gracious Specch to both Houses of Parlia-
ment :

My Lords, and Gentlemen,

1t affords me great satisfaction again to meet you in Par-
liament, and to have the opportunity of profiting by your as-
sistance and advice.

1 entertain a confident hope that the general peace, so ne-
cessary for the happiness and prosperity of all nations, will
continue uninterrupted.

My friendly relations with the King of the French, and
the good understanding happily established between my Go-
vernment and that of His Majesty, with the continued as-

surances of the peaceful and amicable dispositions of all |

Princes and States, confirm me in this expectation.

1 have dirccted that the Treaty, which I have concluded
with the Emperor of China, shall be laid before you ; and I
rejoice to think that it will in its results prove highly ad-
vantageous to the trade of this country.

Throughout the whale course of my negotiations with the
Government of China I have uniformly disclaimed the wish
for any exclusive advantages.
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It has been my desive that equal favour should be shown
to the industry and commercial enterprize of all nations.

The hostilities which took place during the past year in
Scinde have led to the aunexation of a4 considerable portion
of that country to the British possessions in the East.

In all the military opevations, and especially in the battles
of Meeanee and Hydrabad, the constaney and valour of the
troops, native and Huropean, and the skill and gallantry of
their distinguished Comnander, Lave Leen most conspi-
cuous.

I have divected that additional information, explanatory of
the transactions in Scinde, shall be forthwith communicated
to you.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons,

The estimates for the ensuing year will be immediately
laid before you.

They have been prepared with a strict regard to cconomy,
and at” the same time with a due consideration of those exi-
gencies of the public service which are conmected with the
maintenance of our maritime strength, and the multiplied
demands on the naval and military establishments from the
various parts of a widely extended Empire.

My Lords, and Gentlemen,

I congratulate you on the improved condition of several
important branches of the trade and manufuactures of’ the
country.

1 trust that the inereased demand for labour has relieved,
in a corresponding degree, many classes of my faithful sub-
jects from suflerings and privations, which at former periods
I have had occasion to deplore. '

Tor several successive years the annual produce of the
revenue fell short of the pablic expenditure.

I confidently trust that in the present year the public in-
come will be amply sufficient to defray the charges upon it.

I feel assured that, in considering all matters connected
with the financial concerns of the country, you will bear in

| mind the evil consequences of accumulating debt during the

time of peace, and that you will firmly resolve to uphold that
public eredit the maintenance of which concerns cqually the
permanent interests and the honour and reputation of a
great country.

In the course of the present year the opportunity will oc-
cur of giving notice to the Bank of England on the subject
of the revision of its charter.

It may be advisable that, during this session of Parlia-
ment, and previously to the arrival of the period assigned
for the giving of such notice, the state of the law with regard
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ta the privileges of the Bank of England, and to other bank-
ing establishments, should be hrought under your consider-
iation.

At the elose of the last session of' Parliament I deelared
to you my firm determination to maintain inviolate the legis-
lative union between Great Britain and Ireland.

I expressed, at the same time, my earnest desire to co-
operate with Parliament in the adoption of all such measures
as might tend to improve the social condition of [reland, and
to develope the natural vesources of that part of the United
Kingdom.

1 am resolved to act in strict conformity with this declar-
ation.

1 forbear from ebsorvation on events in Ireland, in respeel.
to which procecdings are pending before the proper legal
tribunal.

My attention has been directed to the state of the law and
practice with regard to the oceupation of land in Ireland.

I have deemed it advisable to institute extensive local in-
quiries into a subject of so much importance, and have ap-
pointed a Commission, with ample authority, to conduct the
requisite investigation.

I recommend to your early consideration the cnactments
at present in force in Ireland, concerning the registration of
voters for Members of Parliament.

You will probably find that a revision of the law of regis-
tration, taken in conjunction with other causes at present in
operation, would produce a material diminution of the num-
ber of county voters, and that it may be advisable on that
acconnt to consider the state of the law with a view to an ex-
tension of the county franchise in Ireland.

1 commit to your deliberate consideration the various im-
portant questions of public policy which will necessarily come
under your review, with full confidence in your lovalty and
wisdom, and with an earnest prayer to Almighty God to di-
rect and favour your cfforts to promote the welfare of all
classes of My people.

WILTEHALL, January 30, 18141,

The Queen has been pleased to present the Reverend David
Ross, Master of Arts, to the chureh at Tobermory, in the
island of Mull, in the parishes of Kilnian and Kilmove, in
the preshytery of Mull and shire of Argyll, vacant by the
transportation of the Reverend Donald Stewart, late Minis-

ter thereof, to the parish of Fortingall, in the presbytery of
Weem.



