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Apmrarty-Orrice, O 16;
Captain Fairfax, of the Venerable, arrived cai-

1y this morning with difpatchec fram Adam Dun- -

can, Efq; Admiral of the Blue, Commander in
Chief of his Majefty’s fhips, &c. employed in
the Nosth Sea, to Evan Nepean, Efg; Secretary
of the Admiralty, of which the following are
copies, .

Venerable, at fea, 13th Odtober, 1757,
off the coaft of Holland.

Siz,

Be pleafed to acquaint the Lords Commiffion-
ers of the Admiralty, that, judging it of confe-
quence their Lordfhips fhould have as early in-
formation as poffible of the defeat of the Dutch
fleet under the command of Admiral de ‘Winter,
I.difpatched the Rofe cutter at three P.M. on
the 12th (1rth) inflant, with a fhort Letter to
you immediately after the altion was ended. I
have now farther to acquaint you, for their Lord-
thips information, that'in the night of the 1oth
inflant, after I had fent away my letter to you,
of that date,I placed my fquadron in fuch a fitua-
tion as to prevent the enemy from returning to
the Texel without my falling in with them. At
nine o’clock in the merning of the xith, I got

fight of Captain Trollope’s fquadron, with fig- -

nals flying for an enemy to leeward ; I immedi-

ately bore up, ‘and made the fignal for a general,

chace, and foon got fight of them, forming in/a
line on the larboard tack to receive us, the wind
at N.W. As we approached near I made the
fignal for the fquadron tc fhorten fail, in order o

connett them ; foon after I faw the land betwesn
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Camperdown and Egmont, about nine miles
to Leeward of the enemy, and finding there
was no-time to be loft in making the attack,
I made the fignal to bear up, break the ene-
my’s line, and engage them to leeward, each
fhip her opponent, by which I got between them
and the land, whither they were falt approach-
ing. My fignals were obeyed with great promp=
titude, and Vice-Admiral Onflow, in the Mo-
narch; bore down on the enemy’s rear in the
moft -gallant manner, his divifion following his
example, and the ation commenced about forty
minutes paft twelve o’clock. The Venerable
foon got through the enemy’s line, and I began
a clofe ation; with my divifion on their van,
which lafted near two hours and a half, when I-
obferved all the mafts of the Dutch Admiral’s
fhip to go by the board ; fhe was; however, de-
fended for fome time id a moft gallant manner ;
but being overprefled by numbers; her colours
were ftruck, and Admiral De Winter was foon
brought on board the Venerable. Onlooking a-
round me, I obferved the fhip bearing ‘the Vice-
Admiral’s Flag, was alfo difmafted, and had fur-
rendered to Vice-Admirsl: Onflow; and that
many others had likewife ftruck. Finding we
were in nine fathoms water, and not farther than
five miles from the land, my attention was fo
_much taken up in getting the heads of the difx
abled fhips off ‘fhore, that I was not able to dif
 inguith the number of fhips captured; and the
wind having been conftantly on the land fince;

- we have unavoidably been much difperfed, fo that
I have not been able to gain an exataccount of
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