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lofs was tyiﬁing indeed, couaﬁﬁ'ix1g~only of three

privates killed; but I have to lament Lieu-
tenant Talbot of the 82d regiment, an ofticer of
the nioft extraordinary bravery and good con-
du&, and Licutenant Colville of the Black Chaf-
feurs, the only perfons wounded, and fince dead.
My moft pleafing tafk, Sir, is to bear teftimony
of the courage, alacrity and fpirit with' which all
the troops diftinguifbed themfelves in the various
combats, particularly Monf. de Brueil, command-
ing the artillery, whom I beg leave to recom-
mend to your favour and protetion.
I have the honour to be, &c, = <.
(Signed) GEO,CHURCHILL. Brig. Gen.
Licut. Gen. Simcoe. ;

5IR, Port-au-Prince, June 20, 1797
I do myfelf the honour of informing you, thats
on various confiderations of great military im-

portance, I determined to re-poficfs mylelf of the’

poft of Mirebalais : In confequence, I colleted
the forces, and calling Brigadier-General Church-

hill from the Grand Anfe, gave him the com- °

mand, with dire&ions to execute a plan that Co-
lonel La Pointe, from whom I have experienced
the moft friendly and aftive affiftance, had ably
digelted. ‘ : o
Tlhe Brigadier Generﬁl’s,]ettef,@ich T beg
permiflion to inclofe, will inform y&glof the fuc-
cefs of this expedition ; but [ have to regret, that,
from fome delay of the columns, they did not
move with that exa€titude and concert I had ho-
ped, by which circumftance a confidgrable objeét
of the expedition failed of fuccefs ; for it was my
intention to accord the prote&ion of his Majefty’s
arms, in the beft manner poffible, to ;the inhabi-
tants of thefe diltriéts, by direting the troops, in
their different routes, to march with' a fecrecy
and rapidity that might enfure on all fides the fur-

prizal of the enemy, compel them to. a hafty re-

treat, and, driving them before them, might pre-
vent their having an opportunity of burning the
plantations, as had recently happened at Jeremie,
or from carrying off the negroes und property be-
yond. the Artibonite, at this time fo-{wollen by
the rainy feafon, as to render any paffage over it
difficult and precarions. But 1 have reafon to
believe, from the report of Colonel Depeflre,
who commands in that quarter, that many of the
negroes will efcape and return to their planta-
tions; many were left upon them; and I lean
with pleafure that the enemy had not the time or
means to remove the coffee from the plantations
in the Grand Bois, which is daily coming into
Port au Prince. ; ,
As the tioops were on their march to their
deflined cantonments in the Arcahaye mountains
to prote& St Marc’s from an attack preparing a-
gainft it at Gonaives, I- received information of
that town’s being befieged, The greater part of
“the army- affembled under the command of Gene-
ral Churchill, by forced marches, proceeded to
its affiftance 3 and as the retaking the Mirebalais
was unexpefled by the enemy, it had not only a
tendency to difconcert their meafures, but, as I
had forefeen, gave me an’ opportunity of fending

. a confiderable detachment by fea from the plain

of the Cul de-Sac to the immediate affiftance of
St.Marc’s, without hazard. )
At the fame time Colonel the Count de Rou-

“ray, with a detachment of 300 men, was detach.-

~

ed to ftrike at a camp of the brigands in the moun-
tains-on the fide of Leogane. The energy and
adtivity of this officer overcame the difficulties of
the fitvation § he effeCtually burned the camp and

beat the enemy from their feveral pofts, killing’

between 40 and 503 and he returned to Grenier
w{i{th the lofs of two men killed and feven wo nd-
ed. , : “
The enemy, having attacked and carried fo
of the out-pofts of St Marc, began the fiege of
that important place, but were-fortunately drive?
from before it with very confiderable lofs. In the
fuccelsful ‘defence of St Marc, the undaunted and
aflive courage, and the military -conduét of the
Marquis de. Cocherell, have merited my fulleft
approbation, )
‘I have the honour to be,
With the utmoft refpet, &c.
: j. G. SIVICOE,

' SIR, Mirabalais, June z, 1797.
I have the honour to inform you, that, after

- giving previous orders to Colonel Deflources to

proceed with his column, in the morning .of the
3oth ult, to his deftined poft of La Selle, where,
according to your Excellency’s inftrudtion, he
was enabled to take poft, I moved forward with

~ the center column, under Colonel Depeftre. We

arrived, after two very hot days march, at Port
Mitchell, not_quite completed, .and occupied by
about 50 of the enemy, who retired on our ap-
proach. In the evening we dilcovered a column
of troops defcending the hills on our left, where
they.cncamped. A detachment of cavalry was

“immediately fent to reconnoitre them; they pro-

ved to be Colonel Deflource?s column. This Of-
ficer was unable, from the badnefs of the roads
and the heavy rains which we have had every
evening, to proceed to the place of his deftina-
tion ; he therefore in a very proper and foldier-
like manner, marched and joined us, which in
fome meafure defeated your original plan of cut-

ting off ‘the enemy’s retreat by La Selle ; but I

cannot help deeming this junétion rather a fortu-
nate circumftance, as it enabled us to drive the
enemy from a very advantageous pofition they
had taken the next day, to difpute our paflage,
which, from their fuperiority of aumbers, (about

1200 men, with three pieces of cannon) muft'in

all probability, have coft us a number of valna=
ble lives to have carried ;' but this additional
firength gave us an eafly viGtory ; for no {ooner.
did they perceive a detachment of infantry and
cavalry, which I fent to gain the heights and
turn their right flank; than they immediately fled
in the utmoft confufion, and with fuch precipita-
tion, that though Lieutenant-Colonel Carter, with
the detachments of the 14th, 18th, and 21t Bri-
tith Light Dragoons, purfued them with that ala-
crity and fpirit which has cver diftinguilhed him,
he could only come up with a very few. He fuc-
ceeded, however, in driving a ‘great many into
the river Artibonite, moft of whom perifhed, and
he had the good fortune to take two of their
guns, with their ammunition, mules, &c. The
third was-moft probably loft in the river, the
carriage being left behind. We found the fort
in the Bourg of Mirebalais as perfect as it had
ever been, and in no manner deftroyed. -

We did not fee Colonel Bazil and his column

l' till near an hour after we wers in pofleflion o
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