/

razette.

Publithed by Juthority,

[e===—mee

' From FRIDAY, Juvry 14. To TUESDAY, Jury 18. 1759

— Ty

7.

PARLIAMENT STREET, Fuly 13. 1797..

DISATCH, of which the following is an ex- - |

tradt, has been received by the Right Hon.
Henry Dundas, one of his Majefty’s Principal Secte-
garies of State, from Licuterant-Colonel Simcoe, com--
manding his Majefty’s troops in the ifland of St Do-
mingo, dated Port au Prince, May. 8. 1797.

In my letter of the 13th of April:-I have done my-
felf the honour of informing you, that the army of the
enemy under Touffzint, after the unexpe@ed evacua-
tion of Mirebalais, had poflefled itfelf of Grand Bois,
while the divifion of their forces on the fide of Leo-
gane continued. to fire with cannon-againit Grenier.

The prefervation of thefe pofts was an objec of con-
Aiderable moment. Every method was taken,. in cafe
of their lofs, to guard the mountain, and to difpute
the ground on which the cnemy could place their
howitzers for the deftruction of Port-au-Prince, the ob-
je€t which was fuppoled to be in their contemplation ;
bat, asit-was evident that the army of ' Touffaint could
not be prevented from crofling the plain, and, under
this impreflion, the Baron Montalembert had obtained’
my permiffion to cvacuate the poft of Thomazeau, at
the foot of the mountains of Grand Bois, T determined
to take the guns in the battery againft Grenier, that, in
cafe the armies of Touffrint and Leogane fhould join,
they might be totally without cannon, which could not
well be brought acrofs the plain of the Cul de Sac,
and without cannon the Junction or feparation of their.
armies was equally indifferent.  Colonel Deffources
was therefore placed at the head of 2000 troops, and,
fuch preparatory arrangements. were made as provided
for the protection of L’ Arcahaye, and were well ¢al-
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culated to miflcad the enemy ; and fuch. feints were di-
rected as might diftra® their attention,

The attack was intended to have taken place on the
15th of April, but the wind did. not permit the arriyal
of Colonel Deffources with his regiment until the 16th,
when he marched early in the morning from Port au
Prince to Tourmier. The enemy, as was their cuftom,,

- placed fome troops.in ambufcade, who were foon dife.
g’s forces arrived at Tourmier,,

perfed, and the Kin
with little lofs.  The enemy
the crelt of the mountain I}
Tourmier, and nearly at two miles diftance from it, at.
the habitations of Boutillier and St Laurent.
neceflary to diflodge them from thefe pofitions.  Colo-
nel De Peylter was therefore detached to Boutillier,
from which, with his ufyal gallantry and good condué,
he drove the enemy. The poft of St Laurent was
more obitinately defended,.and; by the uafortunate lofs
of Major Pouchet, who was killed in leading on the.

Jeremie troops,. they were thrown into confufion ; nor
was the poft taken till a greater force,.
peared againft it.

had occupied two pofts on:

with cannon, ap-

The delay occafioned' by the defence of St Laurent-

induced Colonel Deflources to poftpone- the attack of

the battery till the next day 5 and: that intelligent offia”
cer employed the - remainder of the night in making.
fach preparations as were neceflary to affure the fuccefs.

«of this enterprize. -

The defence of the Cul'de Sac was entrufted to the-
'-lB:'a.rlon Montalembert, who made a confiderable de--

tachment to thie pafs where the road from Leogane by.
Grenier, enters the plain. This derachment was fkils
fully conducted.by Major O'Gorman,. It attraed. the

(4.)

Hofpitre, on each fide of

It was-
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