I T 2

Edinburgh Gazette.

Publifey by Futhotity.

'FROM'FRI-DAT,V Marcu 3. To TUESDAY, MarcH 7. 1797,

ApmiraLTY-OFFICE, March 3.

RoserT Carper, Efq. Firlt Captain to- Admiral Sir Joun
Jervis, K. B.arrived this morning:with difpatthes from
him to Mr Nerean, of which the followingvare copies’

S1R, Victory, in Lagos Bay, Feb. 16.
Tue hopes of falling in with the Spanifh fleet,
exprefled in my letter to you of the rsth inftant,
were confirmed that night, by our diftin&ly hearing.
the report of their fignal guns, and by intelligence
received from Captain Foote, of his Majefty’s fhip
the Niger, who had, with equal judgment and per-

feverance, kept company with them for {everal days, -
on my preferibed rendezvous (which, from the ftrong «

fouth-eaft winds, I had never been able to reach),
and-that:they were not more than the diftance of
three or four leagues from us.
the dawn of day, when, being on the ftarboard tack,
Cape St Vincent bearing Eaft by North eight leagues,
I had the fatisfaction of feeing a number of {hips ex-
tending from South-Welt to-South, the wind then
at Welt-and by South. At forty-nine minutes paflt
ten, the weather being extremely hazy, La Bonne
Citoyenne made the fignal that the fhips feen
were of the'line; twenty.ive in number. His

Majeflty’s {quadron under my command, confifting.

of the fificen fhips: of the line: named in the
. margin®, happily formed in the moft compad order
" of failing, in two lines. By carrying a prefs of fail,
I was fortunate in getting in with the enemy’s fleet
at half palt eleven o’clock,. before it had time to con-

* Viory,

——

Britannia,  Barfleur, Prince George,
Blenheim,. Nimur, Captain,  Goliah,
Excellent, Orion, Coloffus, Egmont,
Culloden,  Irrefiftible, Diadem, .

~ [Price 4d.]

+ T had the happinefs to. command,. and judging that

I anxioufly awaited.

 totally difmalted ) and ' his Majefty’s fhips_the Cap--

ne&, and form a regular order of battle. Sucha
moment was not to be loft ; and, confident in the ;
fkill, valour, and difcipline of the officers and men ‘

the honour ‘of his Majefty’s arms, and the circum-
{tances of the war in.thefe feas required a confider-
able degree of enterprize, I felt myfelf juftified in
departing from the regular (yftem; and pafling
through their fleet, in a line formed with the utmolft -
celerity, - tacked, and. thereby feparated one-third .
from the main body, after a partial cannonade, which
prevented their rejunction till the evening ; and by the
very great exertions of-the fhips which had the good -
fortune to arrive up with the enemy on the larboard
tack, the fhips named in the margin{ were captured,
and the ation: ceafed aboutfive o’clock in:the even- -
ing. . ,

gI inclofe the moft correc lift T have been able to
obtain of the Spanifh fleet oppofed to meyamounting to
27 fail of the line, and an account of the killed and
wounded in his Majefty’s-thipsy as- well as in thole -
taken from the enemy. The moment the latter (almoft

tain and Culloden arein a {tate to put to {ea, I fhall
avail myfelf of the firlt favourable wind.to proceed .
off Cape St Vincent in my way te*Lifbon.

Capt.- Calder, whofe able affiftance has greatly
contribated to the public fervice during my com-
mand, is the beerer of -this, and will more parti-
cularly deferibe to” the Lords Commiffioners of the

1 Sa Foaidos' del Mundo

112 giing, :
_San Fofeph - 112 ; |
San Nicolas - = - 84, -
San Yfidro ~ - T4 .
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