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From TUESDAY, Avucust 22, to FRIDAY, Aucust

25, 1809.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, Auvcust 19, 1809,

Dispatches, of which the following are co-
pies, have been received at this office from Sir
Richard John Strachan, Bart. K. B. Rear-Ad-
miral of the White, &c. addressed to the Hon-
ourable William Wellesley Pole.

Kangaroo, in the IWest Scheld, off the
Slﬁ, Kaloot, dugust 11, 180_9.

1 beg leave to acquaint you, for the informa-
tion of the Lords Commissioners of the Admi-
raltyy that I am this moment going up to Bathz,
in South Beveland, which has been attacked by
a strong detacliment of the enemy’s flotilla, and
which, by Sir Richard Keats’s reports, cosists
of two frigates, one bearing a Vice- Admiral’s
flag, thirty brigs, eight luggers or schooners,
and fourtéen gun-boats, ‘ .

- I.was under the necessity of detaining our
flotilla to prevent supplies being' thrown' into
the garrison’ at Flushing, and to assist in cut-
t‘i‘n‘g off its communication with Cadsand, which
service was effectually done, except during the
late heavy gales, which drove the gun-boats
from their stations, and prevented our ships en-
tering the Scheld, from the circumstance of
their not being able to weigh their anchors.
Since the weather has moderated, the wind has
provokingly driawn round to the south-east,
which is the only obstacle that prevents Lord
William Stuart, with a squadron of ten heavy
frigates, passing Flushing, as well as Rear-Ad-
miral Lord Gardner; with the effective line of
battle-ships, taking up the anchorage in Dyke.
shook bay, where I intend his Lordship shall
remain, with a view of having the assistance of
that squadron inour further op=rations against the
enemy, and eventually to proceed up the Scheld.

The divisions of the army under the Earl of
Roslyn and Marquis of Huntley, landed on
South Beveland on the gth.

Price Sixpence Haltpenny.

The cavalry and ordnance. ships, with the
brigs and some sloops of war, have passed
through the Slough, intc the West Scheld, and
are now availing themselves of every favoura-
ble tide to proceed. to Bathz. I am also-en-

~deavouring to warp the Pallas. and Circe

through by the same channel, and with evety
probability of success.

Sir Home Popham was detached with some
gun vessels for the purpose of sounding the river,
and of joining Sir Richard Keats at Bathz.

The batteries are not yet ready to open on
Flushing, therefore I hope to be here again in
tims to co-operate with the army in the attack
on that garrison. : .

I am concerned to add, that the enemy has
cut the dike to the right of the town, and the
island is likely to be inundated. I have order-
ed Rear-Admiral Otway to send the Mon-
mouth and Agincourt to England for water, as
soon as they can be got down from Zierickee s
and earnestly entreat that other means may be
adopted for supplying the army and navy from
England, as I apprehend all the water in this
island will be spoiled by the inundation, and
that there is not more in the other islands than
is necessary for the subsistance of the inhabite
ants, .

Their Lordships must be aware that in this
extensive and complicated service, it is impossi.
ble for -me to enter so fully into detail as I
could wish, especially as our arrangements must
vary in proportion with the movements of the
enemy, ,

I[n my absence I have directed Rear-Admiral
Otway to superintend the several duties rela-
tive to the investment of this island, and to cor-
respond with the Admiralty on all matters of
service, _

Captain Dobbie, who acted in the Pallas dur-
ing the absence of ‘Captain Seymour, is the

bearer of this dispatch. He had my flag for
some time in that ship, and has been particular.
ly attentive to the public service.

In consequence of the protracted siege of
Flushing, and the necessity for the flotilly go-
ing up the Scheld, I have ordered guns from
the ships of war to fit twenty transports as guna
ships, and with the launches of the ships under
Rear-Admiral Otway, to form a flotilla for the
lower part of the Seheld, which I trust theic
Lordships will approve.

You will please likewise to inform their
Lordships that Lord Gardner has ordered, the
Centaur and Theseus to cruize off the Texel.

- I have the honour to be, &c.

‘ (Signed) R. J. STrRacHay.
Honourable W, W, Pole,

Kangaroo, in the Wert Scheld,
Sir, August 12, 1809,

Having directed the frigates named in the
margin,* to proceed up the West Scheld, un.
der the orders of Lord William Stuart, captain
of the Lavinia, the moment the wind was fav.,
ourable, that zealous officer availed himself of a
light air from the westward on the afternoon
of the 11th instant, notwithstanding the tide
was against his proceeding, and passed the bat.
teries between Flushing and Cadsand ; the ships
were under the enemy’s fire nearly two hours,

The gallant and seaman-like manner in which
this squadron was conducted, and their steady
and well directed fire, excited in my breast the
warmest sensations of admiration. The army
witnessed their exertions with applause, and I
am certain their Lordships will duly appretiate
the services of Lord William Stuart, the cap-

tains, officers, seamen, and marines, on this oc-
casion.

'._,I.avinia, Heroine, Amethysr.; Rota, Nymphen,
L’Aigle, Euryalus, Statyra, Dryad, and Perlin,




