-
u

ITHITENTTLTTY -
St e

- P
U

Thatvhtie:

|

- -
T T e i)

Ik

PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY.

AT

h

% Froam TUESDAY, SEPI‘EM.BER 15, to FRIDAY, SkpTEMBER 18, 1807. )

DOWNING STREET, SepTEMBER 12, 1807,

Lieutenant-Colonel Bourke, Deputy Quar-
. . ter-Master-General to his Majesty’s troops serv-
iiig in-South America, arrived this morning at
the office of the Viscount Castlereagh, one of
-his Majesty’s principal secretaries of state, from
the Rio de la Plata, with a dispatch from
Lieutenant-General Whitelocke, addressed to
the Right Honourable William Windham, of
which the following is a copy :
Y ) - . Burm:_.d]rﬂ. j‘u!g 10, 1807,
SIR—T have the honour to acquaint you,
for ‘the information of his Majesty, that upon

being joined at ‘Monte Video on the 1s5th

of June, by the corps under BrigadieriGe-
heral Craufurd, not one moment was lost by
Rear-Admiral Murray and myself in making
every necessary arrangement for the attack of
Buenos Ayres, After many delays, occasion-
ed by foul winds, a landing was effected, with-
out opposition, on the 2cth of the same month,
at the Ensinada de Barragon, a small bay about
thirty miles to the eastward of the town, The
corps employed on this expedition were thiee
brigades of light artillery, under Captain Fra-
ser ; the gth, 38th, and 87th regiments of foot,
under Brigadier General Sir Samuel Auch.
muty ; the 17th light dragoons, 36th and 88th
regiments, under B_rigadier-Gt_:neral the Honour-
able William-Lumley ; eight companies of the
9 sthregiment, and nine light infantry companies,
under Brigadier-General Craufard ; four troops
of the 6th dragoon guards, the gth light dra-

goons, 40th and 45th regiments of 'foot, under

- Colonel the Honourable T. Mahon ; all the

dragoons being dismounted, except four troops:

of thie 17th, under Lieutenant-Colonel Lloyd.

After some . fatigning marches through a
€ountry much intersected by swamps and deep
mudy rivuleis, the army reached Reduction, a
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village about nine miles distant from the bridge
over the Rio'Chuelo; on the opposite bank of
which the enemy had constructed batteries, and
established a formidable line of defence. 1 re-
solved, therefore, ta turn this position, by
marching in two colums from my left, and
crossing the river higher up, where it was re-
presented fordable, to unite my force in the
suburds of Buenos Ayres. I sent directions at
the same time to’ Colonel Mahon, who was
bringing up the greater part of the artillery
under the protection of the 14th light dragoons
and 4cth regiment, to wait for further orders
at Reduction. }

- Major-General Leveson Gower having the
command of the right column, crossed the river
at 2 pass called the Passo Chico, ‘and Talling in
with a corps of the enemy’s, gallantly attacked
and defeated it, for the particulars of which ac-
tion, I beg to refer you to the annexed report,
Owing to the ignorance of my guide, it was
not until the next day that I joined with the
main body of the army;4vhen I formed my line
by placing Brigadier-General Sir Samuel Auch-
muty’s brigade upon theleft,extending jt towards
the convent of the Recoleta from which it was
distant two miles ; the 36th and 88th Tegi-
ments being on its right ; Brigadier-General
Craufurd’s brigade occupying the central ‘and
principal avenues of the town, being distant
about three miles from the great square and

fort; and the 6th dragoon guards, gth light

dragoons, and 45th regiment being upon his
right, and extending towards the Residencia.
The town was thus nearly invested, and this
disposition of the army, :nd the cifcumstances
of the town and suburbs being divided into
squares of one hundred and forty yards eech
side, together with the knowledge that the
enemy meant to otcupy the flat rocfs of the
houses, gave rise to the following plan of attack.

4

Bri gadier-General Sir Samuel Auchmuty was
directed to detach'the 38th regiment to possess
itself of the Plaza de Toros, and the adjacent
strong ground, and there take post: the 8%th,
5thy 36th, and 38th regiments were ‘each di-
vided into wings; and each wing ordered to
penetrate into the street directly in its front,
The light battalion divided into wings, and each
followed by a wing of the gsth regiment, and
a three pounder, was ofdered to proceed down
the two streets on the right of the central one,
and the 45th regiment down the two adjoining 3
and after clearing the streets of the enemy, this
latter regiment was to take post at the Residen-
cia.  Two six pounders were ordered along the
central street, covered by the carabineers and
three troops of the gth light dragoons, the re-
mainder of which was posted as a reserve in the
centre. Each division was ordered to proceed
along the strect directly in its fyont, 4ill it arirv-
ed at the last square of houses next the river Pla.
ta; of which it was to possess itself, forming on

the flat roofs, and there wait for further or..

ders. The gsth regiment was to occupy two
of the most cammanding situations, ‘from whick

‘it could annoy the enemy. Two corporals with

tools were ordered to march at the head of each
column for the purpose’ of breaking. open the
doors 5 the whole were unloaded, and no firin

was to be permitted until the columns had reach.

ed their final points and formed; a cannonade -

in the central streets was the signal for the
whale to come forward, i

In conformity to this arrangement, at half.
past six o’clock of the morning of the sth in.
stant, the 38:h regiment moving towards its left,
and the 87th straight to its front, approached
the strong post of the Retiro and Plaza de To-
ros, and after a most vigorous and spirited. at-
tack, in which these regiments suffered much
from grape shot and musketry, their gallant




