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danger, and all fought with the greatest
bravery.

He set an example -of valour, leadership
and devotion to duty of the very highest
order.

Lt. Lawrence Dominic McCarthy, 16th Bn.,
.I.F.

For most conspicuous bravery, initiative
and leadership on the moi'iiing of the 23rd
August, 1918, in attack near Madame Wood,
east of Vermandovillers (north, of C'haulnes).

Although the objectives of his battalion
were attained without serious opposition, the
battalion on .the left flank was heavily
opposed by well-posted machine guns. Lt.
McCarthy, realising the situation, at once
engaged the nearest machine-gun post, but
still the attacking troops, failed to get
forward. This officer then determined to
attack the nearest post. Leaving his men to
continue the fire fight, he-, with two others,
dashed across the open and succeeded in
reaching the block. Although single-handed,
as he had outdistanced his comrades, and
despite serious opposition and obstacles, he
captured the gun and continued to fight his
way down the trench, inflicting heavy casual-
ties, and capturing three more machine guns.
At this stage, being some 700 yards from his
starting point, he was joined by one' of his
men, and together they continued to bomb
up the trench until touch was established
Tnth an adjoining unit. Lt. McCarthy, during
thismost daring .advance, single-handed killed
twenty of the enemy and captured in addi-
tion five machine guns and fifty prisoners.

By his gallant and determined action he
saved a critical situation, prevented many
casualties, and was mainly, if not entirely,
responsible fo-r the final objective being
taken.

2nd Lt. Frank Edward Young, late 1st Bn.,
Herts. K. (T.F.).

For most conspicuous bravery, determina-
tion and exceptional devotion to duty on
18th September, 1918, south-east of Havrin-
court, when during an enemy counter-attack
and throughout an extremely intense enemy
barrage he visited all posts, warned the
garrisons and encouraged the men. In the
early stages of the attack he rescued two of
his men who had been captured, and bombed
and silenced an enemy machine gun. Although
surrounded by the enemy, 2nd Lt. Young
fought his way back to the main barricade
and drove out a party of the enemy who were
assembling there. By his further exertions
the battalion was able to .maintain a line of
great tactical value, the loss of which would
have meant serious delay to^ future opera-
tions. Throughout four hours of intense
hand-to-hand fighting 2nd Lt. Young dis-
played . the utmost valour and devotion to
duty, and set an example to which the
co;rm>a.ny gallantly responded.

He was last seen fighting hand to hand
against a considerable number of the enemy.

No. 20408 C.S.M. John Henry Williams,
D.C.M., M.M., 10th Bn., S. Wales Bord.
(Cwm, Mon.).

For most conspicuous bravery, initiative
and devotion.to duty on the night of 7/8th

October, 1918, during the attack on Villers
Outreaux, when observing that his com-
pany was suffering heavy casualties from an
enemy machine gun, he ordered a Lewis
gun to engage it, and went forward under
heavy fire to the flank of the enemy post,
which he rushed single-handed, capturing
fifteen of the enemy. These prisoners,
realising that C.S.M. Williams was alone,
turned on him, and one of them gripped his
rifle. He succeeded in breaking away and
bayoneting five enemy, whereupon the re-
mainder again' surrendered.

By his gallant action and total disregard
of personal danger, he was the means of
enabling not only his own company, but also
those 011 the flanks, to advance.

No. 306122 Sjt. William Henry Johnson,
l/5th Bn., Notts. & Derby. R, (T.F.) (Work-
sop).

For most conspicuous bravery at Rami-
court on the 3rd of October, 1918.

When his platoon was held up by a nest
of enemy machine guns at very close range,
Sjt. Johnson worked his way forward under
very heavy fire, and single-handed charged
the post, bayoneting several gunners and
capturing two machine guns. During this
attack he was severely wounded by a bomb,
but continued to lead forward his men.

Shortly afterwards- the line was once more
held up by machine guns. Again he rushed
forward and attacked the. post single-
handed. With wonderful courage he
bombed the garrison, put the guns out f of
action, and captured the teams.

He showed throughout the most excep-
tional gallantry and devotion to duty.

No. 13820 Sjt. William McNally, M.M.,
8th (S.) Bn., Yorks. R. (Murton Colliery, Co.
Durham).

For most conspicuous bravery and skilful
leading during the operations on the 27th.
October, 1918, across the Piave, when .his
company was most seriously hindered in its
advance by heavy machine-gun fire from
the vicinity of some buildings on a flank.
Utterly regardless of personal safety, he
rushed the machine-gun post single-handed,
killing the team and capturing the gun.

Later.at Vazzola, on the 29th October,
1918, when his company, having crossed the
Monticano River, came under heavy rifle
and machine-gun fire, Sjt. McNally imme-
diately directed the fire of his platoon
against the danger point, whilst he himself
crept to the rear of the enemy position.
Realising that a frontal attack would mean
heavy losses, he, unaided, rushed the posi-
tion, killing1 or putting to flight the garrison
and capturing a machine gun.

On the same day, when holding a newly
captured ditch, he was strongly counter-
attacked from both flanks. By his coolness
and skill in controlling the fire of his party
he frustrated the* attack, inflicting heavy
casualties on the enemy.

Throughout the whole operations his
innumerable acts of gallantry set a high ex-
ample to his men, and his leading was be-
yond all praise.


