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He was again severely wounded, but
nevertheless climbed out of the trench in
order to fix his position and locate, the
enemy. This he succeeded in doing, and,
despite exhaustion from wounds, gave de-
tailed orders to his men to cut their way
back to the battalion, which they did. He
himself, refused help, and was again
wounded, so seriously that he could not
move and had to be carried out. In spite
of his wounds he had managed to fight on,
and his spirit was magnificent throughout.
It was due to his coolness'and grasp of the
situation that any of his party were able
to get out alive.

Lt. Graham Thomson Lyall, 102nd Bu., 2nd
Central Ontario R.

For most conspicuous bravery and skilful
leading during the operations north of
Cambrai.

On September 27th, 1918, whilst leading
his platoon against Bourlon Wood, he ren-
dered invaluable support to the leading
company, which was held up by a strong
point, which he captured, by a flank move-
ment, together with thirteen prisoners, one
field gun and four machine guns.

Later, his platoon, now much weakened
by casualties, was held up by machine guns
at the southern end of Bourlon Wood.
Collecting any men available, he led them
towards the strong point, and springing
forward alone, rushed the position
single-handed and killed the officer in
charge, subsequently capturing at this point
forty-five prisoners and five machine guns.
Having made good his final objective, with
a further capture of forty-seven prisoners,
he consolidated his position and thus pro-
tected the remainder of the company.

On October 1st, in the neighbourhood of
Blecourt, when in command of a weak com-
pany, by skilful dispositions he captured a
strongly defended position, which yielded
eighty prisoners and seventeen machine
guns.

During two days of operations Lt. Lyall
captured in all 3 officers, 182 other ranks,
26 machine guns and one field gun, exclu-
sive of heavy casualties inflicted. He
showed throughout the utmost valour and
high powers of command.

Lt. Edgar Thomas Towner, M.C., 2nd Bn.,
A.US. M.G. Corps.

For most conspicuous bravery, initiative
and devotion to duty on 1st September. 1918,
in the attack on. Mont St. Quentin, near
Peronne, when in charge of four Vickers
guns. During the early stages of the
advance he located and captured, single-
handed, an enemy machine-gun which was
causing casualties, and by turning it on the
enemy inflicted severe losses.

Subsequently, by the skilful, tactical
handling of his guns, he cut off and captured
twenty-five of the enemy.

Later, by fearless reconnaissance under
heavy fire, and by the energy, foresight and
promptitude with which he brought fire to
bear on various enemy groups, he gave
valuable support to the.infantry advance.

Again, when short of ammunition,- he
secured an enemy machine-gun, which he
mounted and fired in full view of the enemy,

causing the enemy to retire further, and
enabling our infantry to advance. Under
intense fire, although wounded, he main-
tained the fire of this gun at a very critical
period.

During the' following night he steadied
and gave valuable support to a small de-
tached post, and by his coolness and cheerful-
ness inspirited the men in a great degree.

Throughout the night he kept close watch
by personal reconnaissance on the enemy
movements, and was evacuated exhausted
thirty hours after being wounded.

The valour and resourcefulness of Lt.
Towner undoubtedly saved a very critical
situation, and contributed largely to the
success of the attack.

T./Lt. Robert Vaughan Gorle, " A." Bty.,
50th Bde., R.F.A.

For most conspicuous bravery, initiative
and devotion to duty during the attack on
Ledeghem on 1st October, 1918, when in
command of an 18-pdr. gun working in close
conjunction with infantry. He brought his
gun into action in the most exposed positions
on four separate occasions, and disposed of
enemy machine guns by firing over open
sights under direct machine-gun fire at 500
to 600 yards' range. Later, seeing that the
infantry were being driven back by intense
hostile fire, he, without hesitation, galloped
his gun in front of the leading infantry, and
on two occasions knocked out enemy machine
guns which were causing the trouble. His
disregard of personal safety and dash were a
magnificent example to the wavering line,
which rallied and re-took the northern end of
the village.

T./Lt. Donald John Dean, 8th Bn., R. West
Kent R.

For most conspicuous bra-very, skilful
command and devotion to duty during the
period 24th to 26th .September, 1918, when
holding, with his platoon, an advance post
established in a newly - captured enemy
trench north-west of Lens.

. The left flank of the position was insecure,
and the post, when taken over on the night
of the 24th of September, was ill-prepared
for defence. Shortly after the post was
occupied the enemy attempted, without
success, to recapture it. Under heavy
machine-gun fire consolidation was con-
tinued, and shortly after midnight another
determined enemy attack was driven off.
Throughout the night Lt. Dean worked un-
ceasingly with his men, and about 6 a.m. on
the 25th September a resolute enemy attack,
supported by heavy shell and trench-mortar
fire, developed. Again, owing to the
masterly handling of his command, Lt. Dean
repulsed the attack, causing heavy enemy
casualties.

Throughout the 25th and the night of the
25/26th September consolidation was con-
tinued under heavy fire1, which culminated in
intense artillery fire on the morning of the
26th, when the enemy aguin attacked and
was finally repulsed with loss.

Five times in all (thrice heavily) was this
post attacked, and on each occasion the
attack was driven back.

Throughout the period Lt. Dean inspired
his command with his own contempt of


