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War Office,
27th September 1918.

His Majesty the KING has been graciously
pleased to approve of the award of the Victoria
Cross to the undermentioned Officers, N.C.O.'s
and Man:—

Lt. James Edward Tait, M.C., late Manitoba R.
For most conspicuous bravery and initiative

in attack. The advance having been checked
by intense machine-gun fire, Lt. Tait rallied
his company and led it forward with consum-
mate skill and dash under a hail of bullets. A
concealed machine-gun, however, continued to
cause many casualties. Taking a rifle and
bayonet, Lt. Tait dashed forward alone and
killed the enemy gunner. Inspired by his
example his men rushed the position, capturing
twelve machine-guns and twenty prisoners. His
valorous action cleared the way for his battalion
to advance.

Later when the enemy counter-attacked our
positions under intense artillery bombardment,
this gallant officer displayed outstanding courage
and leadership, and though mortally wounded
by a shell, continued to direct and aid his men
until his death.

Lt. John Brillant, M.C., late Quebec R.
For most conspicuous bravery and outstand-

ing devotion to duty when in charge of a
company which he led in attack during two
days with absolute fearlessness and extra-
ordinary ability and initiative, the extent of
the advance being twelve miles.

On the first day of operations shortly after
the attack had begun, his company left flank
was held up by an enemy machine-gun. Lt.
Brillant rushed and captured the machine-gun,
personally killing two of the enemy crew.
Whilst doing this, he was wounded, but
refused to leave his command.

Later on the same day, his company was
held up by heavy machine-gun fire. He recon-
noitred the ground personally, organised a party
of two platoons and rushed straight for the
machine-gun nest. Here 150 enemy and
fifteen machine-guns were captured, Lt. Brillant
personally killing five of the enemy, and being
wounded a second time. He had this wound
dressed immediately, and again refused to
leave his Company.

Subsequently this gallant officer detected a
field-gun firing on his men over open sights.
He immediately organised and led a "rushing"
party towards the gun. After progressing
about 600 yards, he was again seriously wounded.
In spite of this third wound, he continued to
advance for some 200 yards more, when he
fell unconscious from exhaustion and loss of
blood.

Lt. Brillant's wonderful example throughout
the day inspired his men with an enthusiasm
and dash which largely contributed towards
the success of the operations.

No. 424252 Sjt. Raphael Louis Zengel, M.M.,
Saskatchewan R.

For most conspicuous bravery and devotion
to duty when protecting the battalion right
flank. He was leading his platoon gallantly
forward to the attack, but had not gone far
when he realised that a gap had occurred on

his flank, and that an enemy machine-gun was
firing at close range into the advancing line.
Grasping the situation, he rushed forward
some 200 yards ahead of the platoon, tackled
the machine-gun emplacement, killed the officer
and operator of the gun, and dispersed the
crew. By his boldness and prompt action he
undoubtedly saved the lives of many of his
comrades.

Later, when the battalion was held up by
very heavy machine-gun fire, he displayed
much tactical skill and directed his fire with
destructive results. Shortly afterwards he
was rendered unconscious for a few minutes
by an enemy shell, but on recovering con-
sciousness he at once continued to direct harass-
ing fire on the enemy.

Sjt. Zengel's work throughout the attack
was excellent, and his utter disregard for
personal safety, and the confidence he inspired
in all ranks, greatly assisted in bringing the
attack to a successful end.

R.
No. 445120 Cpl. Herman James Good, Quebec

For most conspicuous bravery and leading
when in attack his company was held up by
heavy fire from three machine-guns, which
were seriously delaying the advance. Realising
the gravity of the situation, this N.C.O. dashed
forward alone, killing several of the garrison
and capturing the remainder.

Later on Cpl. Good, while alone, encoun-
tered a battery of 5'9-inch guns, which were in
action at the time. Collecting three men of
his section, he charged the battery under point-
blank fire and captured the entire crews of
three guns.

No. 1987 Cpl. Frederick George Coppins,
Manitoba R. .

For conspicuous bravery and devotion to
duty when, during an attack, his platoon came
unexpectedly under fire of numerous machine-
guns. It was not possible to advance or to
retire, and no cover was available. It became
apparent that the platoon would be annihilated
unless the enemy machine-guns were silenced
immediately. Cpl. Coppins, without hesita-
tion, and on his own initiative, called on four
men to follow him and leapt forward in the
face of intense machine-gun fire. With his
comrades he rushed straight for the machine-
guns. The four men with him were killed and
Cpl. Coppins wounded. Despite his wounds
he reached the hostile machine-guns alone,
killed the operator of the first gun and three
of the crew, and made prisoners of four others,
who surrendered.

Cpl. Coppins, by this act of outstanding
valour, was the means of saving many lives
of the men of his platoon, and enabled the
advance to be continued.

Despite his wound, this gallant N.C.O. con-
tinued with his platoon to the final objective,
and only left the line when it had been made
secure and when ordered to do so.

No. 830651 Pte. (A./Cpl.) Alexander Brereton,
Manitoba R.

For most conspicuous bravery during an
attack, when a line of hostile machine-guns
ope.ned fire suddenly on his platoon, which


