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Madras, wete loaded, three-fliips were perceived)
under the-land.in the fouth-weft, coming down be-
“fore the wind, with ;all fail fet, About half-paft
ninesA.ML it ‘was feen that the firange fhips were
enemies, and were a line of battle fhip-and two
“frigates the line -of battle fhip hoifted, ‘with her
‘colours, a flag at-the mizen topmaft-head,.and I
“believe was the Marengo,’ Admiral Linois, and’l
fhall fo call ‘her'in this letter. The frigate-appear-
‘ed to-be of thirty-fix or forty guns. For. the-in-
“formation of the convoy the fignal of an enemy be-
" ing in fight was hoifted, and foon dfterwards one
“forthe convoy, as they were belt-able to'put into
a port in view. This was done that-the two-fhips
that we had taken under convoy might get clofe in/
_fhore for_prote&ion, or, if neceffary, to be run on
it: the Barnaby. complied with this fignal;. fhe
_ran in fhore, but unfortunately afterwards got into
- the furf, and-was totally loft:.

. About-ten -AiNI. .the. headmoll of the enemy’s
thips, a frigate, was about half a mile from the.
Centurion, | without. any colours flying. Several
-fhot were'fired at-her. .About the fame time the]

cable - was. cut, and -topfails fheeted home, which|’

were already loofe for the purpofe; by this'means
. the breadfide was brought tobear upon the enemy,
and ;prevented the fhip being boarded or raked;
by this manceuvre, lilewife, a frigate, that was
-within a cable’s length-of the Centurion, und ap-
peared to have an intention to board, got a clofe
and well-directed broadfide into-her: the aétion
foon became general; the three enemy’s fhips di-:
" veéing their fire on the Centurion, théir only ob-
jeét, for the Princels-Charlotte.Indiaman had very:
early ftruck her colours. The_ Centurion ftood in
fhore,-the Marengo and one frigate-on the ftar-
. board quarter, the other:frigate on the larboard;
they were all lefs than half u mile diftant, and kept
- firing, which the Centurion returned. Her, fire
was:chiefly. directed aguinft the Marengo. About
a quarter before eleven the French .fhips. flood to
. fea;.and .immediately  after -this.I got on board,
~though with much. difficulty and.danger. I had
been on fhore to expedite the failing of the .con-
voy, and was not prefent in this eurly part of the
-action; for, till now, the Centurion-had-been under
the direction of: Lieutenant James Robert Philips,
the Firft Lieutenant; and, before I proceed any’
further in this-account, permit me to notice the
judicious conduct of this deferving and old Officer,
and his gallunt defénce of thie. fhip againit fo fupe-
rior a force as that of the enemy. I hope, Sir, his
corfduét will be thought worthy of a reward, and
that he will be efteemed deferving of prometion.
On my coming on board, I found the fails and

rigging fo very much cut as.to render the fhip not.

in a ftate to be worked, and therefore anchored at
the back of the furf, about a mile and a half to
the north-eaft of the town ; this fituation was the
beft I had in my power to take, both for defence,
and to prevent her falling into the poffeflion of the
enemy if overpowered.
A battery of three guns at the -town, under the
,command of Col. Campbell, of his Maujefty’s 74th
regiment, had kept u fire on the enemy whillt
within reach in the roadftead, but now we were
too fur diftant to receive any fupport from it. [
{fent on fhore to requeflt-guns might be brought on
the beacli nearer us; this was a thing, 1.have fince
been convineed of, totally impracticable, or it would
have been done. W prepared again- for action ;

and, whilflt thus employed, the: ecnemy, in the of-]

fing, wore. and- ffocd towards us; the Marengo,
after having repeatedly tried the range of her guns,
came to an anchor-abreaft of us, and about a mile
diftant; clewed up her topfail, furled her courfes,

- and commenced cannonading. This threutening

appearance of being determined to perlevere, and
to fucceed, only ferved to unimate the officers.and
men ofhis Majefty’s fhip to greater exertions. of

defence with the lower deck guns, the only ones

that would reach the enemy, for fhe was too.far
diftant for the carronades, but 2!l the enemy’s.fhot

reached ust  In the mean time, one of the Irigates|

kept under- fail on our quarter, and neuarer than
the Marengo, and annoyed:us much by her fire;
the other frigate cartied off the Indiaman from her
anchorage in the road. i

At a quarter paft one P. M. nearly two hours
after this cannonading had commenced, and which
had been kept up with vigour on both fides,. the
Marengo cut her cable. hoifted her jib; and {tood
to fea. By fome of her laft fhot our cable was
cut, and we made fome fail, and got further off
{hore before we brought up with the fheet anchar,
When the Marengo firft made’ fuil, I fuppofed fhe
intended to make a fhort fretch, tack, and renow

the action nearer, and made all necclfary preparae-ter; and carriéd after 2 mibft dstermined refiltance,
tion to receive her, but the, frigates, and prize In-{ without the lofs of 2 man. The enemy had two
diaman, ftood to fes, and u little before funfet bore | men killed, and the firft and fecond Captain, and~
up to. the morth-eaft,-towards the'bottom of. the | three others very dangeroufly: wounded—the Cep-
bay.. ' . ' ftain, it was feared mortally, as he had 2 ball thre’
{ What damage the enemy has fuftained, or.from his body. By the Caroline, ‘the General de Cuen, .
what caufe.they .declined further conteft with u3.1 French privateer fip, of 360 ‘tons, £2 guns, and
caynor-tell, : . 200 men, ftored and viftualled for five months— -
After-thio full acccunt of the tranfactions of the’ By the-Sheernefs, the Alfred, French privatéer, off
day, I fecl.it a duty incumbent on me not.only to: 14 guns, and 80 men. By the Albionand Sceptre,
repeat tite highfenfe I-have of Lieutenunt Philips’, the French fhip Clariffe, of 12 guns, and 157 meén;
fervices; but likewife-to-infosm you that:the other ' brig of 4 guns and 36 mex, and 2 veffels laden
Lieutenants of:this fhip, Lieutenants David Pringle ' vwith flaves, ® :
Richard.Coate, and Wm. . Fairbrother Carol, dif-' :

brig Lies Frenes Unis, of 8 (pierced for 16) guns,

the laft.mnentioned, Uieut. Currol, though a young
officer,. has feen much fervice; and as his commif-
fion of Lieutenant is:nct yet confirmed by my Lords

that you will'be pleafed to reprefent his great me-

L-am:much indebted.
behaviour.of the veteran. and -gallant crew of his

Sir, who are well uéquainted . with it, but [ cannot
refrain. from. faying, that they. difplayed great cx-
perience; and cool courage, and the good . difcipline
of the fhip.was confpicuous, and does great: credit
to. their praper Commnder, Captain Rainer.

mage in her mafts, .yards, and rigging. The fore-
maft, mizenmauft,and mainyard, are badly wounded,
as well as feveril imaller mafts and yards; feveral
fhot remain in'the bottom between wind and wa-
ter, one came through- into the gunner’s ftore-
room 3 but for your full information of particulars,
there accompanies this detailed . reports of damue-
ges fuftained iiy the ginnes™s, boatlwain's, and car-
peniter’s departnients, as far as they have been yet

that -very few men, confitering the long aétion,
bave "fuiffered ; - none swere -killed, und only nine
avounded, one of them'is fince dead, the others are
not-in apparent danger. :

T have yeceived 2ll the aflitance thet this place
could afford; me from Colonel ;. Campbell of his
Majefty’s-74th. Highland ‘reginient, commanding
officer of the diftri&, and ‘from:a 1 the Company’s

Tam, &e. | (Signed) James Lixp.

Peter Rainier, &c.

Trident, Madras Road, O&. 1, 1804,

Sir,—1I am to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 19th ultimo, informing particulrs of
your proceeding in execution of my orders; and of
the very noble ‘defence you made in his Majefty’s
fhip Centurion, under your command, in Vizaga-
patam road the preceding duy, againft the lormid-
able attack of fo fuperior a force of the enemy, as
deferibed in your letter, led on by the French Ad-
miral, Linois, in the Maurenzo; the gallant and
[pirited conduét difplayed on this occafion by your-
felf, officers, und crew, murits the highelt appluufe,
wherein you not only faved his Majeity’s fhip un-
der your command from falling into the enemy’s
hand, us well as from fhipwreck, by running her
on fhore, as a very cbvious refource that offered to
prevent it, but gave the French Rear-Admiral a.
complete defeat.

1 fisul} not fail to forward your letter to the Se-

cretary of the Adnsirulty for their Lordlhips' in-
formation by the prefent opportunity, and have no
doubt but their Lordfhips will beftow on you fome
honourable acknowledgment- of their approbation|
of your gallant conduct. I remain, &ec.
; © Peres RaiNier.
To James Lind, Efq. a&ing
Captain of his Majelty’s.
tfhip Centurien.

ADMIRALTY-OKFICE, MARCH, 16, 1805:

. Admiru} Rainer, cominanding in the Eaft Indies,
alfo traniniits the following accounts of captures:—
By the Dedaigneufe, a French privateer of ¢
guns, fome fmallarms, and 86 men, By the Caroline
frigate, after « chufeof 16 hours, the French privateer

and 134 men, 15 of whom were officers, and 40
foldiers. The privatéer had one man killed ; the
Caroline not a-man hurt, hut. both fuftained much
injury to boats, booms, rigyring, &ec. By'the St
Fiorenzo, a Chafle Maree, of 2 brafs fix pounders,
6 brufs fwivels, and 25 men. - She 'was boarded in

Commiffioners of the Admiralty, may I requeft’

Maujefty’s fhip Centurion, muft be ncedlefs to you, !

j vate fhip of war, of London, under my commund.
;] ain concerned to 2dd, that we had one man kil

:led, and twe.dangeronfly wounded. In juftice to
“His Majefty’s fhip has received confiderable du- )

120 of them ever faw a gun- fired before, and .not
.twice that number ever were ut fea before welelt

alcertuined. It is.wath - pleafure I acquaint- you,”

fervants, both civil and military, at.this fettlement.

played great gallantry-and fpirit on the occafion; | Copy of a.latter frocs Wit Thoisisa Mufrdve, coiy-

mander of the Kitty privute fhip of war, to W.
Marfden, Efg. dated at Falmouth the 14th ink.
Sixr,
Thave the honour-to acquaint: you, for -the in-
formation of the IL.ords of the Admiralty, that on

rit, to-induceé their . Lordthips. to do it. 'I'o the I‘Strx_nday the 10th: infii in lat. 48, N."and. Jong 10.°
zeal and energy of Lieut. Wagring of the Marines. | 15- W, we fell in with the Spanifh private:hip of -

| war . Felicity, mounting 20 guns and 170:.men,

"F'o.infert any thing in this letter in praife of the commanded by Jofe Vincento de Cinza, out. .10

days from St Andero; and after an engagement of
one hour and a lnlf, fhe ftruck.to the Kitty, pri»

the officers and thip’s company, 1 muft fay their
conduét deferves the approbation of .their Lord--
fhips, when you taka into confideration that:not

the Downs, on the 3d inft. - .
T huve the honour to be &e. .
Tuomas MusGRAVE.

ST James's, Fes. 20, 1805.
The King has been- pleafed-to confer the henour:
of Knighthood on“Vickery Gibbs, Efq. his- Ma..
jelty's Solicitor General. . . 1

Beunvin, Fen, 26,-1805.
The Dowuger Queen of Irufliv expired yefter-
day morning, in the fifty-fourth year of her age.

WAR-OFFICE, MarRcH 9, 18035,

The Kiong's German Legion,

be Affittant-Sargeon. u

Lt Garrifon Battalion—Enfign CGeo. Bally frérs

‘the 2d garrifon battalien, to be Adjutant; widh the'
rank of Enfign. o SELE

2d—Enfign Wm. Leunon, from half pay of 65th
foot, to be Enfign ; Quartermafter Hiram Seaman,
from the late 7th garrifon battalion, to be Quur-
termafter.

i 1t Royal Veteran Battalion—John Page, lnte-
‘ Serjeant of the Royuls, .to.be Eufign, vice Barron,
 promoted..

GARRISON. ’
Nlajor-General Charles Wm, Efte to he Lien-

ctenant Governor of Carlifle, vice Ramfden, de-

ceaflied.

ROYAL MILITARY COLLEGE,
Serjeant Alex. Calder, from the royal artillery,
to.be Quartermufter. -
MEMORANDUM,
Enfign Alex: Proudfeot, of the 2d Weft India-
regt. who was fuperfeded in the Gazette of the
23d ult. is reinftated‘in his rank.

Lieut. D’Arcy, of the 15th foot, is fuper-
feded. .

ORDNANCE-OFFICE, MARCIH. 7,.1803.

Royal Regiment of Artillery—Second Lisut. 1.
Blackley to be Firft Lieutenant, vice H. Meggs,
refigned ; dated” Feb. 18. 1805.~Second Captain
Geo. Crawford to be Captain; Firlt Liewt! David
Storuy td be Second Captain, viée Crawford 3 Se-
cond Licut. J. A. Chalmer.to be Firft Lieutcnant,
vice Storey 1 all dated Murch 1. 1803, . :

Corps of Royal Engineers—Robert T'hom(on to-
be Second Licutenant ; dated Nov. 1. 1804,
Commiflions figned by the Lord Lieutenant of the-
" e County of Invernefs.

Aird, Strathglafs, Urquhart, and Dores Battalion.
1t Aird- Company—ZEnfign Alex. Falkoner to.

be Licutenant, vice Hugh Frafer; Fledtor M Ea-

chin to be Enfign, vice Fulconer, promoted ;. both .

dated Feb. 22. 16035.

Glenclg Compuny—Donald M¢Iver to be En-.

a moft gallant ftile by the frigate’s burge ond cut-

fign, vice M<Leod, appointéd if; the 78th regt;,

"duted Sept. 1, 1804,
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