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From TUES DAY,

Janvary 15. T0 FRIDAY, JANUARY 18.

Weftminfler, Fan. Ij.

This day his Majefly came to the Floufe of
Peers, and being in his royal robes, feated on
the ‘Throne with the ufual Tolemnity, Sir Fraa-
cis Molyneux, Gentleman Ufher of the Black
Rod, was fent with a mefluge from his Majefty
to the Houfe-of Commons,- commanding their
atiendance in the Houfe of Peers: The Com-
mons being come thither accordingly, his Ma-
jelty was plealed to make -the following molt
gracious {peech : :

& MMy Lords m'xd_ Gentlemeny

« Since the en | of the lalt Seffion, the pre-
parations of the enemy for the invafion of this
kingdom have been continued with inceflant
a&tivity ; but no attempt has been made to carry
their repeated menaces into effect.

« The fkill and intrepidity of -my navy—
the refpeftable and formidable ftate of my army
and militia—the unabated zeal and improved
difcipline of a numerous volunteer force, and
the general ardour manifefted by all claffes of
my fubje@s, have indeed been fufficient to de-
ter them from fo prefumptuous and defperate an
enterprize.  While this fpiric continues to ani-
mate the country, and its voluntary exertions
for its own defence fubfilt in their full vigour,
we need not fear the confequences of the moft
powerful efforts on the part of the enemy.—
But let us never forget that our fecurity has
arifen from the refolution with which we have
met and provided againft the danger, and that
it can be preferced only by fteady perfeverance
and unrcmitting aéivity. 5"

s The conduét of the Court of Sp'ain, evi~
dently under the predominant influence and
controul of France, compelled me to take prompt
and decifive meafures to guard againlt the cf-
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fods of hoftility. I have, at the famc time,
¢ndeavoured, as long as it was poflible, to pre-
vent the neceffity of a ruptare 5 but, in confe-
quence of the refufal of a fatisfaftory explana-.
tion; my Mini{ter. quitted Madrid ; and war
has fince been declared by Spain againlt this
country. -

« I have direGted a copy of the manifefto
which I have caufed to be prepared on this oe-
cafion, to be laid before you, together with
fuch papers as are necelfury to cxplain the dif-
cuflions which have taken place between me and
the Court of Madrid, You will, I truft, be con-
vinced by them that my forbearance has been
carried to the utmolt extent which the interefts
of my dominions would admit; and while I

‘lament the fituation of Spain, involved in hof-

tilities contrary to its true interelts, I rely with
confidence on your vigorous fupport in a con-
teft, which can be attributed only to the unfor-
tupate prevalence of French Councils. .

« The general conda& of the French Go-
vernment on the Continent of Europe has been
marked by the utmoft violence and sutrage, and
has fhewn 2 wanton defiance of the rights of
neutral territories, of the acknowledged privile-
ges of accredited Minifters, and of the eftablifh-
ed principles of the law of nations.

« Notwithftanding thefe tranfadtions, fo re-
pugnant to every fentiment of moderation and

| juftice, I have recently received a communicas

tion from the French Government, containing
profeffions of a pacific difpofition. ;

« I have, in confequence, expreffed my ear-
nelt defire to embrace the firft opportunity of
reftoring the bleffings of peace on fuch grounds
as may be confiftent with the permanent fafety

and interefts of my domioions ; but T am confi-
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dent you will agree with mey that thofc-objedts
are clofely conneted with the general fecurity
of Europe. I have therefore not thought.it
right to enter into any mere particular explana-

tion, without previous communication with thofc -

Powers on the Contin¢nt with whom I am en-
gaged in confidential intercourfe and connedion,
with a view_to that important objeé, and efpeci-
ally with the Emperor of Ruffia, who has given
the ftrongeft proofs of the wife and dignified
fentiments by which he is.animated, and of the

warm interelt he takes in the fafety and inde- -

pendence of Europe. '

« Gentlemen of the Honfe of Commons,

¢ T have directed the eftimates for the public

fervice to be laid before you. T regret the ne-
ceflity of any additional burdens being impofed
on my people ; but I am fure you will be fenfible
how much their future fafety and happine(s de-
pend on the vigour of our exertions, and that in
the mode of raifing the fupplies, you will conti-
nue to fhew your anxiety for the fupport of
public credit, and for reftraining, as much
as poffible, the accumulation of the national
debt.

« My Lords and Gentlemen,

« In confidering the great efforts and facri-
fices which the nature of the conteft requires, it
is a peculiar fatisfadtion to me to obferve the
many proofs of the internal wealth and profperi-
ty of the Comntry.. It will, I am fure, be your
great objet to maintain and improve thefe ad-
yantages, and at the fame time to take-all {uch
meafures as, by enabling me to profecute the
war with vigour, may afford the beft profpe&
of bringing it to a ffc and honourable termi
nation. '
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