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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 1901.

WHITEHALL, February 4, 1901.

THE following Letter from the King has
been received by The Right Honourable

the Secretary of State for the Home Depart-
ment :—

WINDSOR CASTLE, February 4, 1901.

To MY PEOPLE.
Now that the last Scene has closed in the

noble and ever glorious life of My beloved
Mother, The Queen, I am anxious to endeavour
to convey to the whole Empire the extent of the
deep gratitude I feel for the heart-stirring and
affectionate tributes which are everywhere borne
to Her Memory. I wish also to express My
Avarm recognition of those universal expressions
of what I know to be genuine arid loyal sym-
pathy with Me and with the .Royal Family in
our overwhelming sorrow. Such expressions
have reached Me from all parts of My vast
Empire, while at home the sorrowful, reverent,
and sincere enthusiasm manifested in the magni-
ficent display by sea and land has deeply touched
Me.

The consciousness of this generous spirit of
devotion and loyalty among the millions of My
Subjects, and of the feeling that we are all
sharing a common sorrow, has inspired Me with
courage and hope during the past most trying
find momentous days.

Encouraged by the confidence of that love and
trust which the Nation ever reposed in its late
and fondly mourned Sovereign, I shall earnestly
strive to walk in Her. Footsteps, devoting Myself
to the utmost of My powers to maintaining and
promoting the highest interests of My People,

and to the diligent and zealous fulfilment of the
great, and sacred responsibilities which, through
the Will of God, I am now called to undertake.

EDWARD, R.I.

DOWNING STREET, February 4, 1901.

The following Message has been forwarded by
Command of His Majesty the King to all
Colonies and Dependencies :—

WINDSOR CASTLE, February 4, 1901.

To MY PEOPLE BEYOND THE SEAS.
The countless messages of loyal sympathy

which I have received from every part of My
Dominions over the Seas testify to the universal
grief in which the whole Empire now mourns the
loss of My Beloved Mother.

In the welfare and prosperity of Her subjects
throughout Greater Britain the Queen ever
evinced a heartfelt interest.

She saw with thankfulness the steady progress
which, under a wide extension of Self-Govern-
ment, they had made during Her Reign. She
warmly appreciated their unfailing loyalty to
Her Throne and Person, and was proud to think
of those who had so nobly fought and died for
the Empire's cause in South Africa.

I have already declared that it will be My
constant endeavour to follow the great example
which has been bequeathed to Me.

In these endeavours I shall have a confident
trust in the devotion and sj^mpathy of the People


