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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 1897.

T
BALMORAL CASTLE, October 7, 1897.

HIS day the Eight Rev. Dr. Mair; the
Moderator, and a deputation of the

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland,
waited upon Her Majesty to present the follow-
ing Address:—

The Eight Honourable Lord Balfour of Bur-
leigh, Secretary for Scotland, was in attendance.

To the QUEEN'S Most Excellent Majesty. -

We, Your Majesty's loyal and dutiful subjects,
the Ministers and Elders of the Church of Scot-
land, convened in General Assembly, beg most
respectfully to offer to Your Majesty our cordial
congratulations on the happy completion of Your
Majesty's sixtieth year of Sovereignty.

The period during which Your Majesty has
occupied the Throne has been remarkable for
all that constituted the greatness and happiness
of nations. Your Majesty's dominions have been
vastly extended, and the hearts of many peoples
are knit together as one in loyal recognition of
Your Majesty's wise and righteous government-,
and in loving devotion to Your Majesty's Person.

All over Your Majesty's Empire the universal '
extension of the blessings of education, the dis-
coveries of science, the inventions of art, the j
great development of commerce, the better under-'
standing of the physical and moral laws under
which the world is preserved, and, above all, the :
spreading of the gospel of the Lord's salvation,
have resulted in an immense improvement in the
material, social, and religious condition of all
classes of Your Majesty's subjects.

We are profoundly conscious that, under God,
who upholds and governs all things in heaven
and earth, this prosperity in a large measure is
to be attributed to Your Majesty's sincere devotion
to the duties of a constitutional Sovereign, to
the benignant influence of Your Majesty's good
example in keeping His " Eoyal law and lively
oracles," and to the intense interest which Your
Majesty has always manifested in the welfare of
Your people.

With fervent gratitude we recall many in-
dubitable proofs of Your Majesty's attachment
to the Church of Scotland, and also the innumer-
able acts of considerate kindness by which Your
Majesty has enabled the people of Scotland to
know their Queen in the intimacy which is the
strongest bond which could unite them to Your
Throne.

We received with dutiful respect the Order in
Council exhorting that prayers and thanksgiving
be offered up for Your Majesty on this occasion
of hoi}7 rejoicing, and we have given instructions
that this shall be done in all our churches and
chapels on the 20th June, in perfect confidence
that it will evoke the spontaneous feeling of the
people in a united national thanksgiving.

We, who are convened in General Assembly,
have already blessed Almighty God for the peace
and prosperity enjoyed during Your Majesty's
long and beneficent reign, and for the grace
which, through sorrow and through joy. has
sustained Your Majestjj since the day when, in
the name of the King of Kings, the crown was
set upon Your head, and we earnestly pray that,
protected by His power and rejoicing in His
favour, Your Majesty may continue long in


