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Apmirarty O¥Frice, Now. S.

€opy of a letter from the Right Hon. Lord Kerfu,K.B.

Admiral of the Blue, &c. to Sir Evan Nerean, Bart.

dated off Broad(tairs the 7th inftant,

Sir, - )

I inclofe, for the information of the Lords
Commiflioners of the Admiralty, copies of a let-
ter which I have recéived from Captain Foney-
man, of his Majefty’s fhip the Leda, and of one
addrefled to that officer by Lieut. Shippard;
commanding his"Majeéfty’s hired armed cuttter
the Admiral Mitchell, reporting that an enemy’s
convoy paffing from the weftward towards Bou-
Yogne, under the protection of a gun-brig of con-
fiderable force, had been attacked by Lieutenant
Shippard, in the fmall veflel under his command,

clofe in with the encmy’s batteries at Portet j—

and that the gun-brig and one of her convoy had
been driven on fhore upon’ the rocks. The gal-
lant and determined condué evinced on this oc=
cafion by Licut. Shippatd and his little crew,
which has called forth fuch pointed commen-
dation from the officer under whofe eye he was
immediately acting, merits my warmelt appro-
tion, and I have no doubt that their Lordfhips
il diftinguifh it with theirs.
I have the honour to be, &c.
- Keirh,
My Loro, Leda, off Boulogne, Oct. 31.

T bhave the honour to acquaint you, that this
tnorping at nine o’clock, fix of the enemy’s
floops (fome of them armed), under convoy of
a large gun-brig, were difcovered ceming out of
Etaples, and ftanding to the eaftward towards
Boulogne. 1 immediately made the Harpy’s
fignal to chace, as well as the Lark’s, who was
joining to leeward, to chace in that dirc&ion.
The Admiral Mitchell cutter, I perceived off
Boulogne, and Lieutenant Shippard, her Com-
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mander, immediatialy ran down within mufket
fhot, and commenced a very fpirited and well di-
reted attack wpon the brig and {loops, which he
continued in the moft gallant manner for two
hours and a half, driving the brig.and one of the
{loops on the rocks. I have great pleafure in
bearing teftimeqy to the intrepidity which was
difplayed in attacking fo fuperior'a force, efpe-
cially when under cover of their numerous bat-
teries on fhore, and feel myfelf bound, in juftice
to Lieutenant Sheppard for his gallant condu&
this day, to recommend him to your Lordfhip as
an officer highly deferving every thing I can fay
in his favour, :

I inclofe his report to me, and am forry to
perceive he has fuffered fo confiderably s I re-
gret the ftrong winds off fhore prevented the fqua-
dron from rendering that afliftance we were all
anxious for. I'have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) Ros. Honyman.
The Right Hon. Lord Keith, K. B. d

Admiral Mitchell cutter, off Boulogne,
Siw, " it October 1803.

In executing the orders of Rear<Admiral
Montagu, while clofe in off Boulogne, I this
morning, at nine o’clock, obferved feven veflels,
which I took™for gun-boats, coming from the
weftward, intending, as I fuppofed, to form a
jun&ion with thofe already in the road, and as
the wind was E. S. E. I {tood along fhore with
an intention of keeping them in play till the
{quadron came up. :

They turned out to be floops and {chooners,
fome of which were armed, under the convoy
of a gun-brig of twelve thirty-two: pounders,
which we brought to adion at ten, clofe under
the batteries at Patel, and, after engaging them
_two hours and a half, drove her, with one of the

floops, on (hore, under the fire of their batteries
- and mufletry.

~

As this happened immediately under the
camp, I was not a liftle gratified to obferve the
hills covered with troops as far as I could fee
them, )

Tn the confli@t a fliell fell on board of us,
which ‘has wounded our ‘maft and crofs jack-
yard in f{everal places; our fails and rigging are
a good deal cut up with their grape ; they Have
difmounted one gun, and hulled us in feveral
places. .

I am forry to add we have two men badly
wounded, one with the lofs of a leg, and the
mate, with two others, {lightly ; all of whofe
condud, with the relt of the crew (thirty-five
in all), deferve my warmeft approbation.

Iam, &ec. ALEX. SHIPPARD:
Robert Honyman, £fg. Gaptain of bis :
* Il’[:ﬁt_'ﬂy'.r_'flu}'ﬁ.ﬂcdafb f

Orpyance-Orrice, Now. 5.
Roval Regiment of Artillery.

Firft Lieut, William Roberts to be Captain-Licute-
nant, vice P. Dick, deceafed; Sccond Licut. Courtney
Cruttenden to be Firft Lieutenant, vice Roberts; both
dated O¢t. 24. 1803.

Brevet Lieut.-Colonel George Bowater to bec Licute-
nant-Colonel, vice H. Rogers, retireidl; Brevet Major
Henry Shrapnell to be Major, vice Bowater; Captain-
Lieut. Jofeph W. T'obin to be Captain,.vice Shrapnell ;
Firft Lieut, John Fead to be Captain-Licutenant, vice
Tobin; Second lL.ieut. Peter Faddy to be Firft Licutc-
nanut, vice Fead 3 all dated Nov. 1. 1803.

Firft Lieut. Alexander Edgar to be Quarter-Malter,
vice P. Drummond, prohmored ; dated Oct. 23, 1803.

Corps of Gunner Drivers of the Royal Regiment of

Artillery, .
obn Blythe to be Licutenant Commiflury, dared

ober 2.4, 1803. s

—— Smith to be ditto, dated O&L 25, 1833,

War-Orricr, Now. 8.
Commiiffions in the Militia of the Couvuty of Forfar,
figned by the Right Hon, Lord Douglas, Lord Licu-
tenant.
To he Licutenant-Colonel—Major. John Luurenfon,
dated July 22. 1803.
To be Majuor—John Carnegie Fullarton, vice Laurcn-
fon, promoted ; daied July 22, 1803,
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