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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

NAVY DEPARTMENT

Whitehall, London S.W.I.
22nd June 1971.

The QUEEN has been graciously pleased to approve
the following award for Brave Conduct in recognition
of his assistance in the rescue of persons trapped in
a motor car which caught fire after a collision on
12th December 1970.

Commendation
Petty Officer Ordnance Electrician Norman William

John, WATTS, P/O 67226.

ARMY DEPARTMENT

CENTRAL CHANCERY OF
THE ORDERS OF KNIGHTHOOD

St. James's Palace, London S.W.I.
22nd June 1971.

The QUEEN has been graciously pleased to approve
the posthumous award of the George Cross to:

23910067 Sergeant Michael WILLETTS, The
Parachute Regiment.

At 8.24 p.m. on the evening of 25th May 1971, a
terrorist entered the reception hall of the Springfield
Road Police Station in Belfast. He carried a suitcase
from which a smoking fuse protruded, dumped it
quickly on the floor and fled outside. Inside the
room were a man and a woman, two children and
several police officers.

One of the latter saw at once the smoking case and
raised the alarm. The Police Officers began to
organise the evacuation of the hall past the reception
desk, through the reception office and out by a door
into the rear passage.

Sergeant Michael Wffllefts was on du'ty in the inner
hall. Hearing the alarm, he sent an N.C.O. up to
the first floor Do warn those above and hastened
himself to the door towards which a Police Officer
was thrusting those in the reception hall and office.
He held the door open while all passed safely through
and then sVood in the dborway, shielding those taking
cover. In the next moment, the bomb exploded with
terrible force.

Sergeant Willetts was mortally wounded.
His duty did not require him to enter the

threatened. area: his post was elsewhere. He knew

well, after 4 months' service in Belfast, the peril of
going towards a terrorist bomb but he did not
hesitate to do so. All those approaching the door
from the far side agree that if they had had to check
to open the door they would have perished. Even
when they had reached the rear passage, Sergeant
Willeitts waited, placing his body as a screen to shelter
them. By this considered act of bravery, he risked—
and lost—his life for those of the adults and children.
His selflessness, his courage are beyond praise.'

22nd June 1971.
Brig. Denis Carlo Basil Luke EsMONDE-WniTE,

C.B.E., M.C., late R.A., relinquishes the appoint-
ment of Aide-de-Camp to The QUEEN, 20th Jun.
1971, retired.

COMMANDS AND STAFF
REGULAR ARMY

Brig. D. C. B. L. ESMONDE-WHITE, C.B.E., M.C.
(67030), late R.A., retires on retired pay, 20th Jun.
1971.

Col. D. E. HARRIS, O.B.E. (129890), late Inf.,
retires on retired pay, 17th Jun. 1971.

HOUSEHOLD CAVALRY
L.G.

REGULAR ARMY
2nd Lt. A. P. de RITTER (488417) to be Lt., 19th

Jun. 1971.

ROYAL ARMOURED CORPS
REGULAR ARMY

Maj. R. S. JOHN (433154) Scots Greys, retires
on retired pay, 18th Jun. 1971.

Capt. Charles Andrew PEMBERTON (440130),-
14/20 H., from Res. of Offrs., is reinstated on the
Active List in the rank of Capt., 17th May 1971,
with seniority 20th Aug. 1961.

The undermentioned 2nd Lts. to be Lts., 19th
June. 1971:

M. J. DUDLEY-JONES (488424), R.T.R.
R. S. MAcCuRRACH (488462), Q.R.I.H,
J. C. GORDON-FINLAYSON (488436), Q.O.H.
I. P. G. STEVENS (488491), R.T.R.
R. J. D. GOLDSMITH (488435), 17/21 L.
A. W. BYRDE (488401), 14/20 H.
E. R. MAUNSELL (488465), R.T.R.
M. J. MOCKRIDGE (488467), 3 D.G.
R. I. TALBOT (488495), 4/7 D.G.
J. M. W. MOODY (488469), Q.R.I.H.
H. T. DICKENS (488572), 9/12 L.


