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The KING has been graciously pleased to

approve the award of the VICTORIA CROSS
to: -

The late Temporary Lieutenant Thomas
WiLkiNsoN, Royal Naval Reserve.

On 14th February, 1942, H.M. Ship Li
Wo, a patrol vessel of 1,000 tons, formerly
a passenger steamer on the Upper Yangtse
River, was on passage from Singapore to
Batavia. Her ship’s company consisted of
eighty-four officers and’ men, including one
civilian; they were mainly survivors from His
Majesty’s Ships which had been sunk, and
a few from units of the Army and the Royal
Air Force. Her armament was one 4 inch
gun, for which she had only thirteen practice
shells, and two machine guns.

Since leaving Singapore the previous day,
the ship had beaten off four air attacks, in
one of which fifty-two machines took part,
and had suffered considerable damage. Late
in the afternoon, she sighted two enemy con-
voys, the larger of which was escorted by
Japanese naval units, including a heavy
cruiser and some destroyers.  The Com-

* manding Officer, Lieutenant T. Wilkinson,
R.N.R., gathered his scratch ship’s company
together and told them that, rather than
try to escape, he had decided to engage the
convoy and to fight to the last, in the hope
that he might inflict damage upon the
enemy. In making this decision, which drew
resolute support from the whole ship’s com-
pany, Lieutenant Wilkinson knew that his
ship facéd certain destruction,. and that his

.. own chances of survival were small. .
" "H.M.S. Li Wo hoisted her battle ensign
and made straight for the enemy.
action which followed, the machine guns were
used with effect upon the crews.of all ships in
range, and a volunteer gun’s crew manned

. the 4 inch gun, which they fought with such
purpose that a Japanese transport was badly

. yhit.and set on fire,

In the

After a little over an hour, H.M.S. Li Wo
had been critically damaged and was sinking. .
Lieutenant Wilkinson then decided to ram
his principal target, the large transport, which
had been abandoned by her crew. It is
known that this ship burnt fiercely through-
out the night following the action, and was
probably sunk.

H.M.S. Li Wo’s gallant fight ended when,
her shells spent, and under heavy fire from
the enemy cruiser, Lieutenant Wilkinson
finally ordered abandon ship. He himself
remained on board, and went down with her.
There were only about ten survivors, who
were later made prisoners of war.

Lieutenant Wilkinson’s valour was equalled
only by the skill with which he fought his
ship. The VICTORIA CROSS is bestowed
upon him posthumously in recognition both
of his own heroism and self-sacrifice, and of
that of all who fought and died with him.

His Majesty has also been graciously pleased
to give orders for the following Appointment
to the Distinguished Service Order, and to
approve the following Awards:

To be a Companion of the Distinguished
Service Order.

Temporary Sub-Lieutenant Ronald George
Gladstone StanTON, Royal Naval Reserve;
who was First Lieutenant of H.M.S. Li Wo
and her only surviving officer. Upon Sub-
Lieutenant Stanton devolved the organisation
of the ship; and in her final action he served
as a member of the volunteer 4 inch gun
crew who fought their weapon with steadfast
courage in the face of overwhelming odds.

The Conspicuous Gallantry Medal.

.- Acting Petty Officer Arthur William THOMPSON,

D/JX. 129888 who when his commanding

- officer’s decision was made to fight the ship
to the, last, volunteered to serve as gun-
layer to the 4 inch gun, and laid this weapon
with coolness and effect, showing the utmost
skill, courage and resource throughout the
"action. In abrave company, his conduct was
outstanding.



