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War Office. 17th August, 1944.

The KING has been graciously pleased to
approve the posthumous award of the
VICTORIA CROSS to:—

No. 4624899 Corporal (acting Sergeant) Hanson
Victor Turner, The West Yorkshire Regiment
(The Prince of Wales’s Own) (Halifax).

In Burma, at Ningthoukong soon after mid-
night on the night of 6th-7th June, 1944, an
‘attack was made by a strong force of
Japanese with medium and light machine-
guns. In the first instance the attack largely
fell on the S.W. corner of the position which
was held by a weak platoon of about 20 men
of which Sergeant Turner was one of the Sec-
tion Commanders. By creeping up under
cover of a nullah the eiemy were able to use
grenades with deadly effect against this por-
tion of the perimeter. Three out of the four
light machine-guns in the platoon were
destroyed and the platoon was forced to give
ground. Sergeant Turner with coolness and
fine leadership at once reorganised his party
and withdrew 40 yards. The enemy rhade
determined and repeated attempts to dislodge
them and concentrated all fire they could pro-
duce in an effort to reduce the position and so
extend the penetration. Sustained fire was
kept up on Sergeant Turner and his
dwindling party by the enemy for a period of
two hours. The enemy, however, achieved
no further success in this sector. Sergeant
Turner with a doggedness and spirit of
endurance of the highest order repelled all
their attacks, and it was due entirely to his

leadership that the position was ultimately .

held throughout the night.

When it was clear that the enemy were
attempting to outflank the position, Sergeant
Turner determined to take the initiative in
driving the enemy off and killing them. The
men left under his command were the mini-
mum essential to maintain the position he had
built up with such effect. No party for a
counter-attack could therefore be mustered
and speed was essential if the enemy were to
be frustrated. He at once, boldly and'fear-
lesssly went forward from his position alone

armed with all the hand grenades he could
carry, and went into the attack against the
enemy single handed. He used his weapons
with devastating effect and when his supply
was exhausted he went back for more
and returned to the offensive again. During .
all this time the enemy were keeping up
intense small arms and grenade fire.

Sergeant Turner in all made five journeys
to obtain further supplies of grenades and it
was on the sixth occasion still single handed,
while throwing a krenade among a party of
the enemy, he was killed. .

His conduct on that night will ever be re-
membered by the Regiment.  His superb
leadership and undaunted will to win in the
early stages of the attack was undoubtedly
instrumental in preventing the enemy plan
from succeeding.  The number of enemy
found dead the next morning was ample evi~
dence of the deadly effect his grenade throw-
ing had had. He displayed outstanding
valour and had not the slightest thought of
his own safety. He died on the battlefield in
a spirit of supreme self sacrifice. ,

War Office, 17th August, 1944.

The KING has been graciously pleased ‘to
approve the award of the VICTORIA CROSS
to!—

No. 4390973 Warrant Officer Class II (Com-
pany Sergeant-Major) Stanley Elton Hollis,
The Green Howards (Alexandra, Princess of
Wales’s Own Yorkshire Regiment) (Middles-
brough). .

In Normandy on 6th June, 1944, during
the assault on the beaches and the Mont
Fleury Battery, C.S.M. Hollis’s Company
Commander noticed that two of the pill-
boxes had been by-passed, and went with
C.S.M. Hollis to see that they were clear.
When they were 20 yards from the pillbox, a
machine-gun opened fire from the slit and
C.S.M. Hollis instantly rushed straight at the
pillbox, firing his Sten gun. He jumped on
top of the pillbox, re-charged his magazine,
threw a grenade in through the door and-.fired
his Sten gun into it, killing two Germans and



