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Asr Mwmastry, 27th June, 1944

The KING has been graciously pleased to
confer the VICTORIA CROSS on the under-
mentioned officer in recogmtion of most con-
spicuous bravery —

Pilot Officer Cyrd Joe BarTON (168669),
RAF VR, 578 Squadron (deceased)

On the mght of 3oth March, 1944, Pilot
Officer Barton was captain and piot of a
Halfax aircraft detailed to attack Nurem-
berg When some %0 mules short of the
target, the awrcraft was attacked by a
Junkers 88 The first burst of fire from the
enemy made the intercommunication system
useless One engine was damaged when a
Messerschmitt 210 jomned the fight The
bomber’s machine guns were out of action
and the gunners were unable to return the
fire

2 Fighters conhnued to attack the air-
craft as 1t approached the target area and, in
the confusion caused by the failure of the
commumncations system at the height of the
battle, a signal was musinterpreted and the
navigator, air bomber and wireless operator
left the aircraft by parachute

3 Pilot Officer Barton faced a situation of
dire penl His aircraft was damaged, his
navigational team had gone and he could not
communicate with the remainder of the
crew If he continued his mission, he would
be at the mercy of hostle fighters when
silhouetted against the fires 1n the target area
and if he survived, he would have to make
a 4% hours journey home on three engimes
across heavily-defended termtory  Deter-
mined to press home his attack at all costs,
he flew on and, reaching the target, released
the bombs humself

4 As Pilot Officer Barton turned for
home the propeller of the damaged engme,
which was vibrating badly, flew off It was
also discovered that two of the petrol tanks
had suffered damage and were leaking Pilot
Officer Barton held to lis course and, with-
out navigational aids and in spite of strong
head winds, successfully avoided the most

dangerous defence areas on his route
Eventiually he crossed the English coast only
go mules north of his base

5 Bythis time the petrol supply was nearly
exhausted Before a swtable landing place
could be found, the port engmes stopped
The aircraft was now too low fo be
abandoned successfully Pilot Officer Barton
therefore ordered the three remaipng
members of his crew to take up their crash
stations Then, with only one engine work-
ing, he made a gallant attempt to land clear
of the houses over which he was flying The
aircraft finally crashed and Pilot Officer
Barton lost lus Iife, but his three comrades
survived

6 Pilot Officer Barton had previously
taken part n 4 attacks on Berhn and 14
other operational missions OQn one of these,
two members of his crew were wounded
duning a determuned effort to lecate the
target despite appallng weather conditions
In gallantly completing his last mission mn
the face of almost mmpossible odds, this
officer displayed unsurpassed courage and
devotiqn to duty

Aswr Mwmsstry, 27th June, 1944
The KING has been graciously pleased to approve

the following awards in recogmtion of gallantry dis-
played mn flying operations against 'the enemy —

Dsstingusshed Service Order

Acting Squadron Leader Charles Curnow ScHLRT,
DFC (Aus 413671), RAATF
On two occasions in May, Y944, this officer
led a section of Mosquito aucraft on daylight
sorties over well-defended areas far into Germany
Dunng these 2 flights a number of ehemy gircraft
were destroyed of which Squadron der Scherf
shot down 6, he also destroyed 3 on the ground
His successes are a splendid tnmbute tof us greal
skill, enterprise and fearlessness This officer thas
set an example of the highest order

Bar to Distimguished Flymg Cross

Flight Lieutenant Richard Frank Davies, DFC
(114736), RAF VR, 627 Sqn 2ot
This officer was the nawigdtor of ah 'hircraft
detailed for an operation mst Munich recently
When neanng the target the awcraft was illunu-
nated m a concentration of searg,hhghfs am'i was



