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. MONDAY, 1 NOVEMBER, 1915.

War Office, -
1st November, 1915.

The fpllowing despatch has been received
by the Secretary of State for War from the
Field-Marshal Commanding-in-Chief, The
British Army in France: —

General Headquarters,
British Army in France.

° 15th October, 1915.
MY LORD,

I have the honour to report the operations
of the Forces under my command since the
date of those described in my-last despatch
dated 15th June,-ly 15.

1. Those of the greatest importance took
place during the last days'of the period under
report. Nevertheless, the Army under my
command was constantly engaged throughout-
the whole time in enterprises which, although
not securing the same important results, have.
yet had considerable influence on the course of
events. ' ' '

'2. 'On 2nd June the enemy made a1 final
offensive in the Ypres salient with the object

of gaining our trenches and position at Hooge.
The attack was most determined and was pre-
ceded by a severe bombardment. A gallant
defence was made by troops of the 3rd Cavalry
Division and 1st Indian Cavalry Division, and
our position was maintained throughout.

During the first weeks of June the front of
the Second Army was extended to the North
as far as the village of Boesinghe.

3. After the 'conclusion of the Battle of
Festubert the troops of the First Army were
engaged in several mii or operations.

By an attack delivered on the evening of
15th June after a prolonged bombardment the
1st Canadian Brigade obtained possession of
the lierman front line trenches north-east of
Givenchy, but were unable to retain them
owing to their flanks being top much exposed.

4. On 16th June an attack was carried out
by the 5th Corps on the Bellewaarde Ridge,.
east of Y-pres.

The enemy's front line was captured, many
of his dead and wounded being found in the
trenches.

The troops, pressing forward, gained ground
as far East as the Bellewaarde Lake, but found
themselves unable to maintain this advanced


