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- Admiralty, October 8, 1854,

HE Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty

have this day received Despatches from Vice-

Admiral Dundas, containing intelligence as to the

- proceedings of Her Majesty’s Fleet in the Black
Sea, of which the following are copies :=—

ArTAcK OF THE RussiaNn ENTRENCHMENTS ON
THE ALMA BY THE ALLIED ARMIES.

No. 485. Britannia, off the Alma,
SR, September 21, 1854.

IN my letter of the 18th instant (No. 480), I
reported to you, for the information of the Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty, that the Allied
Armies 'were ready to move, and I now beg you
will acquaint their Lordships that, on the morning
of the 19th, they marched to a position about two
miles north of the Alma River, where they halted
for the night ; the French and Turks on the right,
close to the sea, and the English to the left, about
four miles inland.

The Russians, with some 5,000 or 6,000
cavalry and artillery, and 15,000 infantry, made
a demonstration north of the river, but returned
on the approach of the armies, and recrossed the
river at sunset.

About noon, on the 20th, the Allies advanced
in the same order to force the Russian position

" and entrenchments south of the Alma. 'This was
effected by 4 o'clock, the Russians retreating
apparently to the eastward of the main road to
Sevastopal. :

The Russian left fell back before the French
very rapidly, and their batteries on the right were
carried by the bayonet by the English.

Our loss has necessarily been severe, and is

estimated at about 1200 killed and wounded;
that of the French about 900. ’ )

The Russian loss has also. been great, two
general officers and 3 guns were captured by our
men, but we have few prisoners beyond the
wounded, in consequence it is believed of our defi-
ciency of cavalry.

Lieutenant Derriman, of the Caradoc accom-
panied the Staff of General Lord Raglan, during
the action and I also sent Lieutenant Glynn of
thia ship to convey any message to me from his
lordship.

All the medical officers of the fleet (excepting
one in each ship), 600 seamen and marines, and
all the boats have been assisting the wounded, and
conveying them to the transports, that will sail for
the Bosphorus as soon as possible.

I believe it is the intention of the Allied Forces
to move to-morrow, and the Sampson which I
detached last night with the Terrible off Sevasto<
pol, bas signalized that the Russians were retreat-
ing on Sevastopol, and that they have burnt the
villages on the Katscha. -

" Xhave, &c.,
(¥igned) J. W. D. DUNDAS,
Vice-Admiral.

The Secretary of the Admiralzy.

MOVEMENTS OF THE FLEETS AND Armvigs,

No. 487. Britannia, off the Katscha,
Sir, - Sept. 23, 1854,

I BEG you will inform the Lords Commission-
ers of the Admiralty, that since my letter to you
of the 2!st instant (No. 485), the men and boats
of the fleet have been employed in bringing from
the field (about four miles distant), and carrying
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on board the transports, the English and Russian
officers and men wounded in the battle of the
Alma, as well as the sick of the Army.

2. All the medical officers of the different ships
have been zealously ‘and usefully occupied in
attending them, and I have been obliged to send
several assistant-surgeons in the vessels with the
wounded to Constantinople.

3. The Vulcan and Andes, with 800 wounded

and sick, sailed for Constantinople yesterday, and
to day the Orinoco and Colombo, with 900, in-
cluding some sixty or seventy Russians will follow.

Another vessel (by the request of Lord Raglan),
with about 500 wounded Russians, will also pro-
ceed, under charge of the Fury, to land them at
Odessa.

4. On the night of the 21st instant the Russians
made a very great alteration in the position of
their fleet in Sevastopol. I .enclose a report
made by Captain Jones, of the Sampson ; and I
propose attacking the outer line the first favour-
able opportunity.

5. Captain Jones also reports that great exer-
tions appear to be making to strengthen the land
defences, as well as those by sea.

New batteries on both sides of the port have
been erected, defending the entrances and line of
coast. One, to the north, has heavy guns, of a
range of 4000 yards, two shots having passed
over the Sampson when nearly at that distance.

6. Provisions for the Army have been landed ;
and the Forces move on to-day towards Sevasto-
pol, accompanied by the Fleets, which have
anchored off the Katscha.

I have, &ec.,
(Signed) J. W. D. DUNDAS,

Vice-Admiral.
The Secretary of the Admiralty.

OBSERVATIONS ON THE FLEET IN SEVASTOPOL,
MADE ON SEPTEMBER 22, 1854, BY CAPTAIN
L. T. Jones, C.B., HM.S. Sampson.

Moored across the entrance of the: Harbour.

lfrom north to south are the following ves-
se —

1st—A frigate, at northern extreme.

-2nd—A two-decker.

3rd—A three-decker, with round stern.

4th—A two-decker.

5th— A two-decker.

6th—A two-decker, without masts, quite light,

and appears to be newly coppered.
7th—A large frigate.

Artillery Creck.

The top-gallant_masts of these are on deck and
sails unbent.

The ship without masts is lying across Artillery
Creck ; inside is a_two-decker ready for sea, and
bearing an Admiral’s flag at the mizen.

Head of Harbour.

The ships at the head of the harbour, which had
hitherto been lying with their broadsides to the
entrance are now lying with their heads out :

No. 1—On the north a two-decker.

2—A two-decker.

3—A two-decker.

4—A two-decker.

5—A two-decker.

6—A three-decker at the entrance of the
Dockyard Creek.

T—A three-decker bearing an Admiral’s
flag at.the fore.

Above these are two ships, one appears to be a
line-of-battle ship and the other a frigate.

Steamers.

Five steamers under the northern shore. Three
small steamers at the head of the harbour, and
four in Careening Bay.

General Observations.

Dockyard Creek shuts in with Northern Fort,
bearing S.E. 3 E. Observed abéut 500 infantry
marching towards the town, from the direction of
Balaklava,

Noticed about 60 men employed on brow of
sighal hill, carrying mould from brink of cliff to
Square Fort.

3 45 ».m.—Cape Constantine and ships in one
bearing, 8. £ W

(Copy.)
Swrwe or. THE RuUssiAN SHIps AT THE EN-
TRANCE OF THE HARBOUR OF SEVASTOPOL.

No. 489.
Sz,

Britanria, off the Katscha,
September 24, 1854.

IN my letter of yesterday, No. 487, I reported
the extraordinary change that had taken place
in the position hitherto maintained by the
enemy’s fleet in the harbour of Sevastopol,
and I now beg you will acquaint the Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty, that the same
afternoon, on the appearance of the Allied
Fleets in sight of Sevastopol, the whole of the
vessels moored across the harbour were sunk by

L the Russians, leaving their masts more or less

above water, and I went last evening to the
mouth of the harbour to assare myself of this
singular event.

Captain Drummond has examined the harbour
this morning, and reports that the lower mast
heads of the ships are generally above water ; that
the passage is closed, except perhaps a small space
near the shoal off the North Battery, and the
double booms inside are thus rendered more
secure,

Eight sail of the line are moored east and west,
inside of the booms, and three of the ships are
heeled over to give their guns more elevation to
sweep over the land to the northward.

2. An intelligent seaman, a deserter, who
escaped from Sevastopol on the 22nd, bad partly
prepared me for some extraordinary movement,
He had informed me that the crews of the ships
moored across the barbour (to one of which he
had been attached) had been landed, with the ex-
ception of a very few in each ship; that the
vessels were plugged ready for sinking; that
the guns and stores were all on board ; and that
the other ships were moored under the south side
to defend the harbour from attack from the north-
ward. He reported that the Battle of Alma had
greatly dispirited the Russians; that the troops
had retreated on Sevastopol without a halt ; that
he believes the whole Russian force not to exceed
40,000. The man’s statements were clear, and
on points that came under his own observation
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were mostly corroborated, and I consider reliance
may be placed on his information generally, con-
sidering the means his station in life afforded of
enabling him to obtain it. At the request of
Lord Ragla,n T have sent him on shore to act as a

guide to the Army on their approach to the env1-'

rons of Sevastopol.
3. The Allied Armies moved thig afternoon to

take up a position to the south of the port of
Sevastopol, and the fleet will move so as to meet
their arrival there.

I have, &ec.,

J. W. D. DUNDAS,
Vice-Admiral,

7o the Secretary of the Admiralty.
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