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SUNDAY, F E B R U A R Y 22, 1807. 

Admiralty-Office, February 21, 1807. 

CA P T A I N LYDIA RD, of His Majelly's Ship 
the Anson, arrived here this Morning with Dis

patches from Vice-Admiral Dacrcs, Commander in 
Chief of His Majesty's Ships and Vessels at Jamaica, 
to William Marldeu, Esq; of which the following 
are Copies: 

S 1 R, Shark, Port Royal, Jan. 11, 1807. 

I H A V E much Satisfaction in congratulating my 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty on the 

Capture of the Island of Curatjoa, on New Year's 
D;iy in the Morning, by the Tour Frigates named 
in the Margin*, Under the Orders of Captain Bris
bane, of the Arethusa; a Copy of whose Letter I 
inclose for their Lordships' Information. 

Whilst I contemplate the immense Strength of 
the Haibour of Amsterdam, aud the supericur Force 
contained ill its different Batteries opposed to the 
Entrance of the Frigates, I know not how sufli. 
neatly m admire the Decision of Captain Biisbane 
in attempting the Harbour, and the determined 
Bi&very and Conduct displayed by himself, the 
other three Captain*, aud all the Officers and Men 
under his Command : ansi is another strong Instance 
of thc cool and determined Bravery of Britiih Sea-
nun. 

Captain Brisbane being from his Situation obliged 
10 act as Governor, I have, as an Acknowledge
ment and high Approbation of his Conduct, con
tinued him in that Situation till His Majelly's Plea
sure shall lie known ; and request, in the strongest 
Manner, that their Lordships will be pleased to re
commend him fti th.it Appointment. 

Captain Lydiard,(«ho will have the Honour of de
livering this, and who fully partook of the Conquest, 
aud has before distinguished himself off the Havan-

* aVicUiulo. Ljtona, .Anson, ant] l-'iljjJiJ. 

aah,) I beg to refer their Lordships to for any Infor-
mation. I sliall put an Acting Captain into the Ansoa 
uutil his Return, or I receive Directions thereon. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. R. D A C R E S . 

His Majesty's Ship Arethusa, Curaqoa, 
S I R> January I, 1807. 

I T is with the moll lively and heartfelt Satis, 
faction I have the Honour to inform you, that Hia 
Majesty's Squadron under my Command has this 
Day opened the New Year with what I humbly 
flatter myself will be deemed an Enterprize of con
siderable Consequence to my Country. 

I proceeded in the Execution of your Orders the 
29th of November with every possible Avidity, but 
tlie adverse Wind and Current prevented me from 
reaching this Island before the ist Instant. In my 
Way up I met Captain Bolton, of the Fisgard, 
going to Jamaica; I took him under my Orders, 
according to your Directions and proceeded with 
the Squadron off this Port, having previously re
solved on that System of Attack whicii Britistl Sea
men are so capable of executing. My Arrange
ments having been previously made known to the re
spective Captains, I was satisfied nothing further re
mained for me than to put it in Execution. My Line 
of Battle consisted of the Arethusa, Latona, Anfon, 
and Fisgard ; and very soon after the Break of Day, 
1 made all possible Sail with the Ships in dose Order 
of Battle, pasting the whole extensive Line of Se/t 
Batteries, and anchored the Squadron in a Stile far 
surpassing my Expectation!. Being still desirous of 
having the Effusions of Human Blood spared, I 
wiit the inclosed, No. 1, on the Capstan of Hia 
Majesty's Ship Arethusa during the Action, which 
was not regarded, as they did their utmost to destroy 
wv Words cannot express the Ability of tht 
Squadron. The Harbour wat defended by regular 
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