A

jF: m“h. l 6003-

[ 241 ]

The LLondon Gazette

EXTRAORDINARY.

Publithed by Authority,

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1807.

Admiralty-Qffice, February 21, 1807.
APTAIN LYDIARD, of His Majelty’s SMF
‘the Anfon, arrived here this Morning with Dil-

atches from Vice-Admiral Dacres, Commander in
Chief of His Majefty’s Ships and Veflels at Jamaica,
to William Mar{den, Efg; of which the following

are Copies :

S1IR, Shark, Port Royal, Fan. 11, 1807.
I HAVE much Satisfaction in congratulating my
Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty on the
Capture of the 1fland of Curagoa, on New Year’s
Day in the Moruing, by the Four Frigates named
in the Margin®, under the Orders of Captain Brif-
bane, of the Arethufa; a Copy of whofe Letter I
inclofe for their Lordfhips’ Intormation.

Whillt I contemplate the immenfe Strength of
the Harbour of Amiterdam, and the {upericur Force
contained in its different Batteries oppofed to the
Entrance of the Frigates, I know not how {uffi.
ciently to admire the Decilion of Captain Brifbane
in attempting the Harbour, and the determined
Bravery and Conduét difplayed by himfelf, the
other three Captains, and all the Officers and Men
under his Command : and is another ftrong Inftance

- of the cool and determined Bravery of Britifh Sea-
men.

Captain Brifbane being from his Situation obliged

to a& as Governor, I have, as an Ackoowledge-.

ment and high *Approbation of his Conduét, con-
tinued him in that Sitvation till His Majelty’s Plea-
fure {hall be known ; and requeft, in the ftrongeft
Manner, that their Lordfhips will be pleafed to re-
commend him for that A ppointment.

Captgin Lydiard, (who will have the Honour of de-
livering this, and who fully partook of the Conquett,
aud has.before diftinguifhed himfelf off the Havan-

* Asethufa, Latona, Anfon, and Fifgard,

mah,) I bem refer their Lordthips to for any Infor. "

mation. [ fhall putan A&ing in into the Anfon
until his Returny or I receive Direétions thereon.
p I am, &c.
(Signed) J. R. DACRES:
His Majefly’s Ship Arethufa, Caragoa,
SIR, yaity 1, 1807.

IT is with the moft hively and he Satis.
faltion I have the Honour to inform you, that His
Majefty’s Squadron under my Command has this
Day opened the New Year with what I humbly
flatter myfelf will be deemed an Enterprize of cone
fiderable Confequence to my Country.

I procedded in the Execation of your Qrders the
29th of November with every poffible Avidity, but
the adverfe Wind and Cutrent prevented me from
reaching this Ifland before the rft Inftant. In
Way up I met &fwn Bolton, of the Fifgard,
going to Jamaica; I took him under my
according to your Dire€tions and proceeded
the Squadron off this Port, having previoufly
folved on that Syftem of Attack which Britith Sea-

7

men are fo capable of executing. My Arrange.
ments having been Tﬂiouﬂx m:eg how’l; to the re-
fpe€tive Captains, I was fatisfied nothing further re.
mained for me than to put it in Execution. My Line
of Battle confifted of Are:huﬁ.l.-ton.x-!‘on,
and Fifgard ; Mmhl&e&e&&d’&p
1 made all poffible with the Ships in clofe Order
of Battle, paffing the whole ve Line of
fi)n"mri«. and anchored thesq::.%

paflin i ing ftill defirous of
having :,Eﬁ‘u of Human

writ the inclofed, No. 1, on the

Majefty’s Ship Arethufad the A&ion, which
_was not ed, as they did their utmoft to deftroy
us. Words cannot the
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