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E X T R A O R D I N A 

F R I D A Y , S E P T E M B E R 5, 1806. 

Downing-Street, September 4 , i 8 c 6 . 

A D I S P A T C H has been this Day received by 
the Right Honorable William Windham, one 

of His Majelty's Principal Secretaries of State, from 
Major-General Sir John Stuart , commanding His 
Majesty's Troops acting in Calabria, of which the 
following is a Copy : 

Camp on the Plain of Maida, 
S I R , July 6, 1806. 

IT is with the most heartfelt Satisfaction that I 
have the Honor of reporting to you, for the 

Information of His Majesty, the Particulars of an 
Act ion, in which the French A r m y quartered in this 
Province have sustained a signal Defeat by the 
T roops under my Command. 

General Regnier, having been apprised os our 
Disembarkation at St. Eufemia, appears to have 
made a rapid March from Reggio, uniting, as he 
advanced, his detached Corps, for the Purpose of 
attacking, and with his characteristic Confidence, 
of defeating us. 

On the Afternoon of the 3d Instant, I received 
Intelligence that he had that Day encamped near 
Maida, about Ten Miles distant from our Position, 
that his Force conlisted at the Moment of 
about Four Thousand Infantry and Three Hundred 
Cavalry, together with Four Pieces of Artillery, 
and that he was in Expectation of being join
ed within a Day or T w o by Three Thousand 
more Troops who were marching after him in a 
Second Division. 

I determined therefore to advance towards his 
Position, and, having left Four Companies of 
Watteville's Regiment under Major Fisher to pro
tect the Stores, and occupy, a Work wliich had 
been thrown up at our Landiqg .Place, the Body 
of the Army marched the next Morning according 
to the following Detail. 

Advanced Corps—Lieute.nant-CoIonel^.Kempt, with 
T w o Four-Founders 

L igh t Infantry Battalion. 

Detachment Royal Corsican Rangers. 
Detachment Royal Sicilian Volunteers; 

iff Brigade —Brigadier-General Cole, with Three 
Four-Pounders. 

Grenadier Battalion. 
27th Regiment. 

zd Brigade—Brigadier-General Ackland, with Three 
Four-Pounders. 

^8th Regiment. 
8ist Regiment. 

$d Brigade—Colonel CJswald, wkh T w o Four-
Pounders. 

58th Regiment . 
Watteville's Regiment, Five Companies. 

20th Regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Ross, landtd 
during the Action* 

Reserve os Artillery—Major Lemoine. 
4 Six-Pounders and 2 Howitzers. 

Tota l .—Rank and File, including the Royal Ar 
tillery, 4795 . 

General Regnier was encamped on the Side of a 
woody Hil l , below the Village of Maida, Hoping 
into the Plain of St. Eufemia; his Flanks were 
strengthened by a thick impervious Underwood. 
T h e Amato , a River perfectly fordable, but of which 
the Sides are extremely marshy, ran along his Front; ' 
rtiy Approach to him from the Sea Side (along the 
Borders of which, I directed my March, until I had. 
nearly turned his Left) was across a spacious Plain; 
which gave him every Opportunity of minutely ob
serving my Movements. 

After some loose firing of the Flankers to cover 
the Deploiements of the T w o Armies, by Nine 
o'Clock in the Morning the opposing Fronts were 
warmly engaged, when the Prowess of the Riyal 
Nations seemed now fairly to be at Trial before 
the World, and the Superiority was greatly and 
gloriously.decided.to be our own. 

T h e Corps which formed the Right QI the ad-


