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'A'driiimlty-dfﬁce, Augilt ty, 1805.

*'CeAy of a Letter from:Fice- Admiral Raiflier, lote Com-
angnder in-Chicf of Hir Majefly’s Ships and -Feffels’
win the Eaft Indics, to William Marfden, Efg; dated
T rident, Madras-Read, March 9, 1805.

SIR,
l' FEEL the -higheft Gratification in having the
& .Pleafure to'enclofe, for their Lordfhips’ Informa-
rtion, Copy of a Letter I have very-recently received
-from Captain Henry Lambert, of His Majefty’s
.*Ship St. Fiorenzo, cortaining the Particulars of his
Succels in taking the ‘Frencﬁ National Frigate La
“Plychié, Captain J. Bergeret, preceded by a very ac-
«tive Purfuit. The Lofs of Men on both:Sides is
reat, but, -as ufvally, much more {o on board the
iinemy. It adds much to the Honor and Credit of
- Captam Lambert, his Officers and Crew, that the
+Charalter -of Captain Bergeret ftands high in the
French Navy, being the fame Officer ivho command-
- ed La Virginie, when-captured by Sir Edward Pel-!
lew in the .Indefatigable, to which may be added the .
*iacreafed -Annoyance fuftained by the St. Fiorenzo,
from the great Support given the French Frigate
by L’Equivoque Armed Ship. But I cannot help
-expreffing mylelf much pleafed with the animated
-and Tpirited Refolution taken by Captain Lambert, |
-for renewing the Attack, which was only prevented’
by Viftory, as Attempts of that Kind have been:
.generally found to be {uccefsful, evincing the {upe-
-rior Valour of Britifh Sailors, and exhibiting a2 moft
.Jaudable Example for Imitation to the Service in ge-
neral.
je&s. throughout India rejoice on the ‘Occafion of |
this Capture, as being more apprehenfive of Depre-
.dations on their Trade from -Captain Bergeret’s
‘Abilities and A-&ivity, than from the whole remain-
-ing. Force .of the French Navy at prelent in thefe
>Seas.united. ' -
1 have the Honor. to be, &c. N
PETER RAINIER.

SIR, St Fiorenzo, Kedgeree, Feb. 17,1805,
*Y HAVE the Honor to.nform you of my Arrival
‘A this Day off the Sand Heads, after having pro-
«ceeded to the Southward, in confequence of a Letter
sreceived the 8th Inftant from the-Chief Secretary of

#Government, acquainting me of .& -fufpicions Veflel ;|

thaving appeared off ‘Vizagapatam, {uppofed to be:
~the National Frigate Plychs, and-requelting, in the
Name of his Exceileney the Governer-General in |
“Council, that I would cither proceed towards that |
Place, or otherwile, as I might confider molt ex. .
-pedient to the Advantage.of the public Service; 1.
.therefore thought that 1 fhould not be exceedin
-the Limits of your Orders by purfuing {fuch aCmn'i% ]
;as I conceived moft prohable of intercepting the
-faid Veflel, thould fhe be bouad to the Northward
sand Ealtward. ;

-~

On the r3th Inftant, at Six A. M., in Lauitnde }

19 Deg. Min. M., Lougitude 85 Deg. 25 Mm.
'Eg., Ighé?lSthe Saiisfalion g;o difcgver gl‘hrsc-f: Sail
at Anchor under the Land, who fhortly after
weighed and made Sail to the Southward ; 1 plainly
ohferved that one was a Frigate, and the other
“['wo apparently Merchant Ships. 1 continued the
Chafe until Half-palt Seven P. M. the following
Day, when coming up with the flernmolt Veflel,
sfhe proved to be the Thetis, Coungry Ship, Prize

Al the Trading Part of His Majefty’s-Sub- |

3T

“'tosthe “French 'Frigat "La Plyché, of "Thirty-

fix Guns, and Two Huadred aond .Forty ‘Men,
under the Command of Captain Bergeret, ‘then
a-head -at a Jhort Diftance. Finding the Enemy
‘had abandoned the Thetis, I left a Midthipman :ia
Charge, and continued the Chace-after-theFrigate,
then-making off under all Sail. At Ten Minutes
paft Eight commenced clofe A&ion, at the Diftance
of about Half a Cable’s Length, and continned fo
until Half-pait Eleven, at which Time,"finding all
our running Rigging very much cut up, hauled off
to repair the fame.  At-Midnjglit, bore up to renew
the Conflict 5 ‘but, juft as we were about to ‘recome
menge our Fire, an Officer from the Enemy came on
board to inform me Captain Bergeret, from Huma-
-vity’s.Sake for the remaining Survivors, had Rrusk,
though he might have borne the Conteft longer.
During the A&tion we were occafionally annoyed by
the Fire of L’Equivoque Privateer, of Ten Guns
and -Forty Men, commanded by 2 Lieutenant. She

| .proved to'be-the late Pidgeon Country Ship, fitted

out by Captain Bergeret asa Privateer ; which Vef-

{el, from fai_ﬁng’-very well, 1 am concerned to 2cquaint

igu,h éffeGted her Efcape in the -Courfe:of -the
ignt,

I beg Leave to obferve, fram the able"Support
which I -veceived during the A&ion from Lieate-
nants Doyle, Dawfon, Collier, and Davies; Mr.
Findlayfon the Mafter, and Licutenant Afhmore,
of the Marines, as well as the Reft of the Ship’
Company, who difplayed.the moft gallant and -{pi-
rited Conduct on the Occafion, merit my warmeft
Encomiums. I alfo feel it 2 Duty incumbeat ot
me to recommend Mr. Doyle, my Firft Lieutenant,
to your Attention, from his meritorious and exem.
plary Behaviour throughout the Conteft. I am
grieved to relate that Licutenant Dawfon is dan-
geroufly wounded in the Break, with a Boardiog
Pike while in the A& of boarding.

Enclofed 1 tranfmit a Lift of the Killed fnd
Wounded of His Majeflty’s -Ship under my Com-
mand, alfo of the late French National Frigate.La
Pfyché. I have the Honor to be, &c.

H. LAMBERT.
To Peter Rainier, Efg; ‘Vice-Admiral of ’
. -the Red, -and Commander in Chif,
&e. L. .

A Lift of Killed and Wounded rin His Mafefly’s Ship
S¢. Fiorenzo.
Killed.

‘Mr. Chriftopher,: H. B. Lefroy," Midﬁ\ipman, ‘8

Seamen, 1 Drummer, and 2 Marines.

W ounded. -

IAeutenant Dawlon, Mr. Findlaylon, Mafter, Licu=
teramt Adhmore of the Matines, Mr. Martingle,
Midfhipman, 30 Seamen, and .z Marines.

Totul.—s2 killed and 36 wounded.

A Return of the Killed and Woundetl in the'lute Freusb
. " Frigate La Pfyché. :

Killed.
The Second Captain, 2 Licutenants, 54 Seamen acd
Soldiers.
Wounded.

50 Officers and Seamen.
. Potal—g7 killed and 70 wounded.




