1

%%uﬁﬁéﬁ;eh by. Authoritp.

From Satucdayp ]anuary 12, to &tuesuag January 13, 180 5o

Wefiminfler,” Fanuary 15,-1803.

THIS Day His Majeﬁy came to the Houfe of
Peers, and being in His Royal Robes, feated
on the Throne with the ufual Solemnity, Sir Francis
Molyneux, Gentleman Uther of the Black Rod,
- was fent with a Meflage from His Majeftyto the
Houfe of Commons, commanding their Attendance
in the Houfe of Peers: The Commons being come
thither accordingly, His Majefty was pleafed to

make the fellowing moft gracious Speech: ™ -

My Lords, and Gentlemen,

SINCE the Eud of the laft Seffion, the Prepara-
tions of the Enemy for the Invafion of this King-
dom have been continued with inceffant A&ivity ;
but no Attempt has been made to camry their re-
peated Menaces into Effe&.

The Skill and Tntrepidity of My Navy, the re-.
fpeQable and formidable State of My Army and.
Militia, the unabated Zeal and improved Difcipline
of a numerous Volunteer Force, and the general
Ardor manifefted by all Claffes of My Subjets, {
have, indeed, been fufficient to deter them from fo-
prefumptuous dnd delperate an, Enterprize. While
this Spirit continues to. anithate the Country, and
1ts voluntary Exertions for its own Defence fubfift
in their full Vigour, We need not fear the Confe.
quences of the moft powerful Efforts on the Part of
the Enemy : But let us never forget that our Secu-
rity has arifen from the Refolution with which we
Jhave met and provided againft the Danger, and that
it can be preferved only by feady Perleverance and
unremitting Adtivity.

. The Condu& of the Court of Spain, evndently
under the predominant Influence and Controul of
France, compelled Me to take prompt and decifive
Meafures to guard againft the Effelts of Holtility.

T have, at the fame Time, endeavoured, as long as ir’.

was poﬁlhlc, to prevent the Neceflity of 2 Rupture;
but, in confequence of the Refufal of a fatisfaGory
Explanation, My Minifter quitted Madrid, and War

has fince been declared by Spam agamﬂ: this
Country.

I have diretted a Copy of the Manifefto, which
I have caufed ta be prepared on this Occafion, to
be laid before you, together with fuch Papers as
are neceﬂ'ary to explain the Difcuffions which have .
taken place between Me and the Court of Madrid,
You will, I truft, be convinced by them, that My
Forbearance has been carried to the utmoft Extent
which the Interefts of My Dominions would admit ;
and, while I lament the Situation of Spain, involved
in Hoflilities contrary to its' true Interefls, I rely
with Confidence on your vigorous Support in a
Conteft which can be attributed only to the unfor.
tunate Prevalence of Freach Coun(els.

" The general Condut of the French Goveriment
on- the Continent of Europe, has been marked by
the utmoft Violence and Outrage, and Ras fhewn a
wanton Defiance of the Rights of Neutral Terri-
tories, of the acknowledged Privileges df accredited
Minifters, and of the eﬁahllfhed Principles of the
Law of Nations.

Notwithftanding thefe Tranfa&lons, fo repug-
nant to every Sentiment of Moderation and Juftice,
I have yecently received 2 Communication from the
French Government, containing Profeffions of a pa-
cific Difpofition. . I have, in confequence, exprefled
My earneft Defire to embrace the firft Opportunity
of reftoring the Bleflings of Peace on fuch Grounds
as may be confiltent with the permanent Safety and
Interefts of My Dominions; but I am confident you
will agree with Me, that thofe Obje&ts are clofely
connected with the general Security of Europe; I.
have, therefore, not thought it right to enter into’
rany more particilar Explanation without previous
Communication with thofe Powers on the Continent,
with whom I am engaged in copfidential Intercourfe
and Connetion, with a View to that important Ob.
je&, and efpecially with the Emperor of Ruffia, whe
has given the ftrongeft Proofs of the wife and dig-

nified Sentiments by which he is animated, and of



