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From Saturdap O&ober 20,

Admiralty-Olfice, O&ober 23, 1804..

Copy of a Letter [from the Honoyable William Cornwal-

lis, Admiral of the White, &¢c. Je. Fe. to William

- Marfden, Efg; dated on board the Ville de Paris, in
Torbay, the 20th of October 1804.

SIR, -

=I HAVE the Honor te enclofe, for the Informa-

tion of the Lords Comaiifioners of the Admi-

ralty, Copies of the feveral Communications tranf-

mitted to me from Captain Maore, of the Indefa-

tigable, giving an Account of his Proceedings in the

Execution of the Service he was feat upon, in which

-he has, in Company with the Medufa, Lively, and

Amphion, fucceeded in detaining the Spanith Fri-
gates therein named. )
Admiral Montagu communicated to me tlie Ar-

the Fama.
I have the Honor to be, &c.
W. CORNWALLIS.

SIR, Tndefatigable, at Sea, O8. 6, 1804.
I HAVE the Honor to acquaint you, that 1 have
executed the Scrvice you did me the Houor to
charge me with. ‘
On:the Morning of the 2g9th of September, the
Indefatigable got off Cadiz ; on thé zoth, we fell in
with the Medula ; Captain Gore having informed me
the Amphion‘was in the Streight’s Mouth, and that
the Triumph was off Gibraltar, and that Sir Robert

zival of the Lively at Spithead, on the ¥7th, with |

" . Barlow meant to go into Cadiz for the Tradé there,

on his Way te England ; I thought fit to fend the

‘Medufa to apprife Sir Robert Barlow of the Nature |
" aof my Order, that he might then judge whether or
-not he fhould go into Cadiz, and I dire&ted Captain

Gore to rejoin me with the Amphion as foon as

poflible off Gape St. Mary. On the zd Inflant, I°

was joined by the Lively, and on.the 3d, by the
Medufa and Amphion ; the latter having communi-
cated, what I thought neceffary, to Sir Robert

.. Barlow.

Yelterday Morning, Cape St. Mary bearing N. E.

Nine Leagues, the Medufa made the Signal for

Four Sail W. by 5. I made the Signal for a general
Chace; at Eight A. M. difcovered them to be
Four large Spanifh Frigates whi¢h formed the Line
of Battle a-head on our Approach, and continued
1o fteer in for Cadiz, the Van Ship carrying a
Broad Pendant, and the Ship néxt to ber a Rear-

to T uesdap October 23, 1804.

1 Admiral’s Flag ; Captain Gore being the headmo®
Ship, placed the Medufa on. the Weather Beam of
the Commodore ; the Indefatigable taok a fimilar
Pofition alongfide of the Rear-Admiral ; the Am-
phion and Lively each taking an Opponent in thé
fame Manner, as they came up: "After hailing
to make them fhorten Sail, without Effe&®, 1
fired a Shot acrofs the Rear-Admiral’s Tore-

Licutenant Afcott, of the "Indefatigable, to in.
form him, that my Orders were -to detain his
Squadron ; that it was my earneft Wifh td esecute
them without Bloodfhed ; but that his. Determin-
ationr muft be made inftantly : Afted waiting fome
Time, I made the Signal for the Boat, and fired a
Shot a-head of the Admiral. As foon as the
Officer returned with an unfatisfactory Anfwer, I
fired another Shot a-head of the Admiral, and bore
down clofe en his Weather-Bow ; at this Moment
the Admiral’s Secoud a.itern fired into the Am-
phion ; the Admiral fired into. the Indefatigable ;
and T made the Sigual for clofe. Battle, which was
‘inftantly commenced with ail the Alacrity and Vi-
gour of Englifh Sailors. In lefs than T'en Minutes
La Mercedes, the Admiral’s Secoud a-ftern, blew
up alongfide the Amphion, with a tremendous Ex-
plofion. Captain Sutton having, with great Judg-

| ment, and much to my SatisfaClion, placed himfelf

to Leeward of that Ship, the Efcape of the'Sparith
Admiral’s Ship was rendered almoft impoffible ; in'
lefs than Half an Hour fhe firuck, as did the Oppo-
nent of the Lively. Perceiving at this Moment ihe
Spanith Commodore was making off, and feemin;
to have the Heels of the Medula, I made the Sig-
-nal for the Lively to join in the Chace, having be-
fore noticed the fuperior Sailing of that Ship.
Captain Hammond did not lofe an Ioftant ;. and we
had the Satisfattion, long before Suafet, to fee from
our Mait- Head that the only remaining Ship _had
furrendered to the Medufa and Lively.

As foon as our Boats had taken Poffeflion of the
Rear-Admiral, we made Sail for the floating Frag-
ments of the unfortunate Spanifh Frigate which
blew up ; but, except Forty taken up by the Am-
phion’s Boats, all on board perithed. This Squa-
dron was commanded by Don Jofeph Buftameute,

" Kuoight of the Order of 8t. James, and a Rear-
"Admiral. They are from Monte Video, Rio de la

Plata, and, from the lofornfation of the Captein of

¥oot, on which he fhortened Sail; and I fent



