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Admiralty-Office, Auguft 3, 1801.
IeurswanT %H{” wa;/isﬁSQ, of His Ma.
I_. jefty’s Ship Cefar, arrived laft Night with
Difpatches from Rear-Admiral Sir James Saumarez,

Bart. of which the following are Copies
Cefar, of Cape Trafalgar,

SIR, Fuly 13, 1801.

IT has pleafed the Almighty to crown the Exer.
tions of this Squadron with the moft decifive

Succefs over the Enemies of their Country.

The Three French Line of Battle Ships difabled
in the Altion of the 6th Inftant, off Algeziras,
were, on the 8th, reintorced by a Squadron of Five
Spanifth Line of Battle Ships under the Command
of Don Juan Joaguin de Moreno, and a Freneh
Ship of Seventy-four Guns, wearing a Broad Pen-
dant, befides Three Frigates, and an incredible
Number of Guu-boats and other Veflels, and got
under Sail Yeiterday Morning, together with Hig
Majefty’s late Ship Hannibal, which they had
itucceeded in getting off the Shoal on whicl: fhe
ftruck. '

I almott defpaired of having z {ufficient Force in
- Readinefs to oppofe to fuch Numbers, but, through
the great Excrtions of Captain Brenton, the Of-
ficers and Men belonging to the Cefar, the Ship
was in Readinefs to warp-out of the Mole Yefterday
Morning, and got under Weigh immediately after
with all the Squadron, except the Pompée, which
Ship bad not had Time toget in her Malts,

Contiding in the Zeal and Intrepidity of the Of-
ficers and Men I had the Happinefs toferve with,
I determined, if peffible, to obltru@ the Paffage of
this very powerful Force to Cadiz. Late in the

Evening I obfvrved the Enemy’s Ships to have'

cleared Cabareta Point, and ‘ac’ Eight I bore up
with the Syuvadron to ftand after them. His Mze

jefty’s Ship Superb being fationed a-head of the
Cxfar, I dire&ted Caprtain Keats to make Sail
and attack the Sternmoft Ships in the Enemy’s
Rear, ufing his Endeavours to keep in fhore of them.
At Eleven the Superb opened her Fite clofe to the

nemy’s Ships, and on the Cafar’s coming up and
preparing to engage a Three Decker that had hauled
her Wind, fhe was perceived to have taken Fire,
and the Flames having communicated to a Ship to
Leeward of ber, both were feen in a Blaze, and
prefented a moft awful Sight. No Poflibility exift- -
ing of offering the leat Affiftance in fo diftrefling a
Situation, the Cafar pafled to clofe with the Ship
engaged by the Superb, but by the cool and deter=
mined Fire kept upon her, which muft ever refle&
the higheft Credit on that Ship, the Enemy’s Ship
was completely filenced, and foon after hauled down
her Colours,

The Venerable and Spencer having at this Time
come up, 1 bore up after the Enemy, who were
carrying a Prefs of Sail ftanding out of the Straits,
and loft Sight of them during-the Night. Tt blew
exceflively hard till Day.light, and in the Morning
the only Ships in Qompany were theé Venerable and
Thames ahead of the C=zfar, and one of the French
Ships at fome Diftance from themn, ftanding towards
ghe' Shoals of Conil, befides the Spencer aftern com=’

ing up.
_gAll» the Ships immediately made Sail with a frefh
Breeze, but, as we approachéd, the Wind fuddenly
failing, the Venerable was alone-able to bring her to
Ad&ion, which Captain Hood did ia the-moit gallant
Mannet, and hiad nearly filericed the: French Ship,
when his Maip Mait (which had beer before
wounded) was unfortunately fhot away, and it
coming nearly calm, the Enemy’s Ship was enabled
to get off without any Poflibility of following hen-




