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Admiralty-Office, Auguft 3, 1801.
IeurswanT %H{” wa;/isﬁSQ, of His Ma.
I_. jefty’s Ship Cefar, arrived laft Night with
Difpatches from Rear-Admiral Sir James Saumarez,

Bart. of which the following are Copies
Cefar, of Cape Trafalgar,

SIR, Fuly 13, 1801.

IT has pleafed the Almighty to crown the Exer.
tions of this Squadron with the moft decifive

Succefs over the Enemies of their Country.

The Three French Line of Battle Ships difabled
in the Altion of the 6th Inftant, off Algeziras,
were, on the 8th, reintorced by a Squadron of Five
Spanifth Line of Battle Ships under the Command
of Don Juan Joaguin de Moreno, and a Freneh
Ship of Seventy-four Guns, wearing a Broad Pen-
dant, befides Three Frigates, and an incredible
Number of Guu-boats and other Veflels, and got
under Sail Yeiterday Morning, together with Hig
Majefty’s late Ship Hannibal, which they had
itucceeded in getting off the Shoal on whicl: fhe
ftruck. '

I almott defpaired of having z {ufficient Force in
- Readinefs to oppofe to fuch Numbers, but, through
the great Excrtions of Captain Brenton, the Of-
ficers and Men belonging to the Cefar, the Ship
was in Readinefs to warp-out of the Mole Yefterday
Morning, and got under Weigh immediately after
with all the Squadron, except the Pompée, which
Ship bad not had Time toget in her Malts,

Contiding in the Zeal and Intrepidity of the Of-
ficers and Men I had the Happinefs toferve with,
I determined, if peffible, to obltru@ the Paffage of
this very powerful Force to Cadiz. Late in the

Evening I obfvrved the Enemy’s Ships to have'

cleared Cabareta Point, and ‘ac’ Eight I bore up
with the Syuvadron to ftand after them. His Mze

jefty’s Ship Superb being fationed a-head of the
Cxfar, I dire&ted Caprtain Keats to make Sail
and attack the Sternmoft Ships in the Enemy’s
Rear, ufing his Endeavours to keep in fhore of them.
At Eleven the Superb opened her Fite clofe to the

nemy’s Ships, and on the Cafar’s coming up and
preparing to engage a Three Decker that had hauled
her Wind, fhe was perceived to have taken Fire,
and the Flames having communicated to a Ship to
Leeward of ber, both were feen in a Blaze, and
prefented a moft awful Sight. No Poflibility exift- -
ing of offering the leat Affiftance in fo diftrefling a
Situation, the Cafar pafled to clofe with the Ship
engaged by the Superb, but by the cool and deter=
mined Fire kept upon her, which muft ever refle&
the higheft Credit on that Ship, the Enemy’s Ship
was completely filenced, and foon after hauled down
her Colours,

The Venerable and Spencer having at this Time
come up, 1 bore up after the Enemy, who were
carrying a Prefs of Sail ftanding out of the Straits,
and loft Sight of them during-the Night. Tt blew
exceflively hard till Day.light, and in the Morning
the only Ships in Qompany were theé Venerable and
Thames ahead of the C=zfar, and one of the French
Ships at fome Diftance from themn, ftanding towards
ghe' Shoals of Conil, befides the Spencer aftern com=’

ing up.
_gAll» the Ships immediately made Sail with a frefh
Breeze, but, as we approachéd, the Wind fuddenly
failing, the Venerable was alone-able to bring her to
Ad&ion, which Captain Hood did ia the-moit gallant
Mannet, and hiad nearly filericed the: French Ship,
when his Maip Mait (which had beer before
wounded) was unfortunately fhot away, and it
coming nearly calm, the Enemy’s Ship was enabled
to get off without any Poflibility of following hen-
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The higheft Praife 1 due to Captain Hood, the
Officers and Men of the Venerable, for their Opirit
and Gallantry in the A&ion, which entitied them to
better Succefs. The Trench Ship was an Eighty-
four, with additional Guns on the Gunwale.

This Aftion was fo near the Shove, that the

" Venerable firuck on one of the Shoals, but was
{foon after got off and taken in Tow hy the Thames,
but with the Lofs of all her Mafts. o

The Enemy’s Ships are now in Sight to the Weft-
ward, ftanding in for Cadiz. The Superb and
Audacious, with the captured Ship, are alfo ia Sight,
with the Carlotta Portugucfe Frigate commanded
by Captain Crawfurd Duncan, who very handfomely
came out with the Squadron, and has been of the
greateft Affitance to Captain Keats, in ftaying by
the Enemy’s Ship captured by the Superb.

I am proceeding with the Squadron for Rofier
Bay, and fhall proceed the Moment the Ships are
relitted to refume my Station.

No Praifes that I can beftow are adeguate to the
Merits of the Officers and Ships’ Conipanies of all
the Squadron, particularly for their unremitted Exer-
tions in refitting the Ships at Gibraltar, to which,
in a great Degree, is to be afcribed the Succels of
the Squadron againft the Enemy. -

Although the Spencer and Audacious had not
the good Fortune to partake of this A&ion, I have
no Doubt of their Exertion, had they come up’in
Time to clofe with the Enemy’s Ships.

My Thanks are alfo due to Captain Holles of the
Thames, and to the Honorable Captain Dundas.of
the Calpe, whofe Affiftance was particularly ufeful
zo-Captain Keats in fecuring the Enemy’s Ship,
and enabling the'Superb to ftand after the Squadron,
in cafe of having been enabled to renew the A&ion,

T herewith enclofe the Nameés of the Enemy’s
Ships. : .

I have the Honor to be, &ec. &c. &c.
_ (Signed) J. SAUMAREZ,
Evan Nepean, Efg. : .

Lift of the Spanifs Squadron that arrived at Cadiz
from Ferrol, on the 25th of April, under the Com-
mand of Don Foaquin de Moreno, ( Licutenant-Ge-
aeral,) as Vice-Admiral, and proceeded to Algexiras
Bay, the gth of Fuly 1801. . ‘

Real Carlos, of 112 Guns, Captain Don J. Ef.
querra, : :

San Hermenegildo, of 112 Guns, Captain Don J.
Emparan. o ’ o

San Fernando, of 94 Guns, Captain Don J. Ma.

lina.

Argonaut, of 80 Guns, Captain Don J. Harrera.

San Auguftin, of 74 Guns, Captain Don R. Jo-

pete.
San Antonio, of 74 Guns, under French -Colours,
taken by the Superb.
Wanton French Lugger, of 12 Guns.
. The Admiral’s Ship the Real Carlos, and the
San Hermenegildo, werg the Two Ships that took

Fireand blewup. 7
. (Signed} J. SAUMAREZ,

. Cafar, off Cape Trafulgar,
SIR, . L7u[y14, 18o1.

Herewith enclofe, for their Lordfhips® furtherIn-

formation the Statement I have received from
Captain Keats, to whom the greateft Praife is due
for his gallant Condu& on the Service alluded to.

Captain Food’s Merits-are held in too high
Eftimation to receive additional Luftre from any
Praifes I can beftow; but I cnly do juftice to my
own Feelings when I-obferve, that in no Inftance
have I known fuperior Bravery to that difplayed by
him on this Occafion.

I have the Honor to be, &c. &c. &c.

Ewvan Nepeany Efg. J. SAUMAREZ.
Superb, off Cape Trafalgar
SIR, 5‘1:1}' 13, 1801. ’

PUrfuant to your Direétions to ftate the Parti-
culars of the Superb’s Services laft Night, I
have the Honor o inform you, that in confequence
of your Direétions to make Sail up to and engage
the Sternmoft of the Enemy’s Ships, at Half palt
Eleven I found myfelf abrealt of a Spanith Three
Decked Ship, {the Real Carlos, as appears by Re-
port of fome Survivors,) whiih, having-brought in
One with Two other Ships nearly Line abreaft, I
opened my Fire upon at not more than Three
Cables’ Length'; this evidently produced gaod Ef-
fe&, as well in this Ship as the others abreaft of
her, which foon began firing on each other, and: at
Times on the Superb.

In-about a Quarter of an Hour, T perceived the
Ship I was engaging, and which had lofl her Fore.
Top-Maft, to be on Fire, upon which we inftantly

‘ceaféd to moleft her, and I procecded on to the Ship

next at Hand, which proved to be the Sain Antonio
of Seventy-four Guns, and Seven’ Hundred and
Thirty Men, commanded by.the Chef de Divifion

‘Le Rey, under French Colours, wearing a Broad

Pendant, and manned nearly equally with French
and Spanifh Seamen, and which, after fome A&ion,
(the Chef being wounded), ftruck her Colours.

T learn from the very few Survivors of the Ships
that caught Fire and blew. up, (which, in an open
Boat, reached the Superb at the Time fhe was
taking Poffeffion of the San Antonio,) that in the
Confufion of the A&ion, the Hermenegildo, (a
Firft Rate alfo,) miftaking the Real Carlos for an
Enemy, ran on board her, and fhared her melan.
choly Fate. )

Services of this Nature cannot well be expedted
to be performed without fome Lofs, but though we
have to lament that Lieutenant E. Waller, and
Fourteen Seamen and Marines have been wounded,
moft of them feverely, itill there is Reafon to rejoice
that that is the Extent.of our Lofs.

I received able and a&ive Affiftance from Mr.
Samuel Jackfon, the Firft Lieutenant, and it is my
Duty to reprefent to you, that the Officers of all
Defcriptions, Seamen, and Marines, condu&ed them-
felves with the greatelt Steadinefs and Gallantry.

T have the Honor to be, &c. &c. &c.
. (Signed) R. G. XEATS.
Sir ames Saumarex, Bart. Rear-

Admiral of the Blue, ©'¢,
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