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Admiralfy Office, June3, 180a.
Copy of a Letter from Vice- Adriiral Lord Keith, Com-
“mander in Chief of His Majefty’s Ships and Vefels
in the Mediterranean to Evian Nepean, Efg; dated on
board His Majefly’s Ship Minotaur, off Genoa, ‘the
7th May, 1800. ' _
SR, .

YOU will be plealed to'lay -before their Lord-
thips the enclofed Copy of a Letter from Cap-
tain Dixon, of His Majelty’s Ship Lion, to Sir
Thomas Troubridge, Bart. containing a Narrative
‘of the Circumftances attending the Capture of the
Gauillaume Tell, and a Lift of the killed and wounded

“on board His Majefty’s Ship ‘on that Occafion.
The honorable Teftimony.borne by Caprain Dixon
to the meritorious Condut of the Officers rngaged
with him in the Purfuit and Capture of this Ship,
cannot fail to attra& their Lordthips’ Attention, and,
enfure the Honor of their Countenance and Support.

I have the Honor to be, Sir, &c. &c. &c.
o KEITH.

B T Lion at Sea, off Cape Paffero,
. SIR, 312 March, 18s0.
T Have the- Honor to inform you that Yefterday
. Morning, at Nine 0’Clock, Cape Paflero bear-
g N. 1-E., diftant Seven Leagues, the French
Ship: of War Le Guillaume Tell, "of Eighty-fix
Guns and One Thoufand Men, bearing the Flag of
Contre Amiral Decres, {urendered, after a molt
- gallant and obftinate Defence of Three Hours and a
%’Ialf, to His Majefty’s Ships Foudroyant, Lion,
and Penelope.

To detail the Particulars of this very important
Capture, I lave to mnform you, that the Signal
Rockets and cannonading from our Battéries at
Malta, the Midnight preceding, with the favorable
ftrong Southerly Gale, together with the Darknels
which fucceeded the fetting o f the'Moon, convinced
me the Enemy’s Ships of War were attempting to-
éffect an Efcape, and which was immediately a§cer-
tained by that judicievs and truly valuable Officer
Captain Blackivood, of the Penclope, who-had been
ftationed a few Hours before between the Lion and
Valette, for the Purpofe of obferving clofely the’

, Motions of the Enemy ; nearly at Midmight an Ene-
my’s Ship was defcried by him, when the Minorca

was fent to inform me of it, -giving Chace him{elf, |

apprizing. me by Signal . that the ftrange Ships {een
were hauled to the Wind on.the Starboard Tack.
1 loft not One Moment in making the Signal for the
Squadron to cut or flip, and direéted Captain -Miller,
- of the Minorca, to run down to the Foudroyant and
Alexander "with the Intelligence, and to repeat the

Signal. , . .
.Under-a Prefs of Canvas I gave Chace until Five
A: M., folely guided by the cannonading of the
Penelope ; and, as a Difection to the Squadron, a
‘Rocket and Blue Light were fhewn every Half Hour

from the Lion. AstheDay broke, -I found mgfelf

"in Gun-fhot of the Chace, dnd the Penelope within
Mufket-fhot; raking her, the Effe&ts of whofe well-
dire&ted Fire during the Night, had fhot away the
Main -and Mizen Top-Mafts, -and Main-Yard ; thie
Enemy appeared in great Confufion, being reduced
to his -Head-Sail§, going with the Wind ‘on "the
Quarter., ST '

- L 575 T

The Lion wasrun-clofe alongfide; the Yard-Arrk
of both Ships being jult clear, when a deitruive
Broadfide of Three Round Shot in each Gun was
poured in, luffing up acrofs the Bow, when the
Enemy?s "Jib-Boom pafled between the Main aiid
Mizen-Shrouds ; -after -a fHort Interval, I had the
Pleafure tofee the Boom carried away, and the Ships
difentangled, maintaining a Pofition acrofs the Béw,-
firing to great Advantage. ‘

I was not the leaft {olicitous either to board or be
boarded, as the Enemy appeared of immenfe Bulk
and full of Men, keeping up a prodigious Fire of
"Mulketry, which, with the Bow Chales, the could
for a long Time only ule, I found it abfolutely ne-
-ceffary, if poflible, to keep from the Broadfide of
this Ship : after being engaged about Fifty Minutes,
the Foudroyant was feen under a Prels of Canvas,.
and foon paffed, hailing the Enemy to ftrike, which
being declined, a very heavy Fire from both Ships,
Broadfide to Broadfide, was moft gallantly main-
tained, the Lion and Penelope frequently in Situations
to do great Execution; in fhort, Sir, after rhe
hotteft A&tion that probably was ever maintained by
an Enemy’s Ship, oppofed to thofe of His Mazjeity,
and being totally difmafted, the French Admiral’s
Flag and Colours were ftruck.

I have not Language to exprefs the high Senfe of
Obligation I feel myfelf under to Captain Blackwood
for his prompt and able Conduét in leading the Line
of Battle Ships to the Enemy, for the Gallantry and
Spirit {o highly confpicuous.in him, and for his admi-
1able Management of the Frigate ; to your dilcrimi.
nating Judgment it is unneceffary to Remark, «of
what real Value and Importance fuch an Officer muft
ever be confidered to His Majefty’s *Service: the
Termination of the Battle muit be attributed tothe
{pirited Fire of the Foudroyant, whofe Captain, Sir
¥dward Berry, has juftly added another Laurel to
the many he has gained during the War.

Captain Blackwood fpeaks m very high Terms of
the altive and gallant Condu& of Captain Long
of the Vincejo during the Night; and I beg to
mention the Services of Captains Broughton and
Miller. . . )

The crippled Condition of the Lion and Fou-
droyant made it neceflary for me to dire& Captain
Blackwood to take Poffeffion of the Enemy, take
him in Tow, and proceed to Syracufe. )

I feceived the greatelt poffible Affifance from
Lieuténant Jofeph Patey, Senior Officer of the -
Lion, and from Mr. Spence the Mafter, who, to-
gether with the other Officers and Ship’s Company,
fhewed the moft détermined Gallantry.

Captains Sir Edward Berry and Blackwood have
reported to me the fame gallant'and animated Be-
haviour in the Officers and Crews of their refpe&ive
Ships.

I am forry to f{ay that the Three Ships have
fuffered much in Xilled and Wounded, and that the’
Lofs of the Enemy is prodigious, being upwards
of Two Hundred.

. I refer you to the inclofed Reports for further

Particulars s -to the State of His Majefty’s Ships,

and have the Honor to remain, Sir, &c. &c. &<¢.
o MANLEY DIXON.

P. S. The Gdillavme.Tell iz of the largeft Di.
ménfions, and carries Thirty.fix-Pounders on the

| lower Gun Beck, TwentyfourPougders on the
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