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~.  Admiralty-Office, March 18, 1797, .
Extraft of a Letter from Admiral Lord Bridport, K. B.
to Mr. Nepean, dated Royal George at Sea,: \March
-IO,I797-_n= wo . .
I Am now to acquaint you, for their Lordthips In-
formation, that on the 7th Iaftant Sir Harry
" Neale, in the St. Fiorenzo, recaptured the Cynthia
Brig, from-Lifbon to Poole, laden with Fruit, which
had been taken Eight Days before by a Privateer
" Brig. ‘On the 8th Inflam the Impetueux captured
- La Vatout, a {mall Curtter Privateer, armed with
Mofquets, having' Twenty-eight Men ‘on Board,
and only’ One-Day from Breit. _ In the Afterncon
of that Day, the Wind coming to the Northward;
I bore up for Uthant, and detached the'St, Fiorenzo
and Nymphe to look,into Breft; and I Kave'the Sa-
tisfation to inform their Lordfhips, that, on the
St. Fiorenzo and Nymphe's returning t6 join the
Squadron, they fell i with and captured La Refiftance
and La Conftance, French Frigates, The taking
thefe Ships does Sir Harry Neale,” with Captain
Cooke, and their Oficers and Men, -the -highieft
Honor, and I hope their fkilful and fpirited Con-
du@ will meét their Lordihips Apprébation, as T
warmly teel they have merited my particular Thanks.
Herewith you will alio receive a Copy of Sir Harry
Neale’s Letter to me on this Occafion, - ’

St. Ficrenzo, at Sea, March g, 1797,
- My Lord, - . S . I
I Have the Satisfaltion to acquaint you, that after
having, (agreeable to your Direftion) with the
Afliftance of Captain Cooke; of His Majefty’s Ship
La Nymphe, under my Orders, ‘reconnoitered the
Enemy’s Force in the outer Road ef Breft Harbour,
Captain Cooke informed me he faw Two Ships to

the Weftward, ftanding in for Breft ; in confequence.

of which we tacked, and made Sail, clofe on a Wind,
for the Purpofe of gaining the Weather Gage, which
being with Eafe accomplithed, we bore down upon

[ Price Thirteen-pence Halfpenny. ]

the .Ships together, having afcertained them to be
Two French Frigates; and.as we weré not more
than Two or Three Leagues from Point St. Mat-
thew’s, with a leading Wind out of Breft, and the
French Fleet.in Sight trom our Tops, it was an Ob-
Jjeft of great Importance to be as decifive as poflible
in our Mode of Attack. -As the largeft Ship was the
headmotit, we both engaged her very warmly, at the
Dittance of about. Forty Yards, and compelled her
to furrender, after a fhort Refiltance. By this Time
the fmaller Frigate-had atrived up, and being imme~
diately attacked by both Ships in the fame Manner
as the former, her Refiftance, though better made,
was not long: She ftruck her Colours dbout Nine
o'Clock A. M. The whole of the Aftion was a
running. Fight, and did not lait more than Halfan

. Hour. ¢

I have great Pleafure in expreiling to your Lord-
fhip that I feel particularly cbliged to my Friend
Captain Cooke, for his judicions and a&ive Conduct
during the Time we jointly engaged the Enemy.
J'have' long known his Abilities and Zeal for the
Service, and am happy to have this Opportunity of
teflifying it both as an A& gratefu! to myfelf, and
as a Duty I owe to His Majefty’s Servicz. .-

-I.fhould be wanting in Gratitude to all my Officers
and Ship’s Company, if I did not acknowledge my-
felf much indcbted to them for their fteady Zeal,
and the Affitance I received from them during the
Adtion. Lieutenants Durell, Farnall and Reawick,
Mr. Kitcatt the Mafter, and Lientenant Caruthers,
the Officer of Marines, are particularly enuied to
my Thanks for their A@tivity at their different Sta-
tions. Mr., Durell, my Firit Lieutenant, who has
been an Officer Eighteen Years, merits my warmeft
Recommendation.  And it is with equal Pleafine I
exprefs myfelf obliged to the Officers and Ship’s
Company of La Nymphe; Captaia Cooxe {peaks of
thie Affiftance he received from them in Terms highly
to their Honor, and in particular of Lieutenants Ir-
vine, Lawrence, and Mafters, and Mr. Dyer, the
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