" tuation by taking the Prize in- tow, add by their

- and the very able Manner in which he conduted:

Vearsand a Half, through a pratty confiderable Va-

Maits fhot. away, and § believe ndarly every Run-

o [ g3 ]

riety of Services, I well knew the.veteran Stuff which
I had Rill left in Health to depend upon, for uphold.
ing the Chara@er of Britith Seamen; and 1 felt my
Mind at Eafe as to the Termination of any- Action
with the Frigate in Sight only. =~ !

At Half patt Nine fhe came within Hail, and
hauled .her Wind on our Weather Beam; and as I
conceived fhe only waited to place herfelf te Advan-
taga, and to point her Guns with Exanels, and

being myfelf unwilling to lofe the Pofition we were |

then in, I ordered One Gun to be fired, as a Trier
of her Intentian, [t was fo inflantangonily returned,
and followed up by her whole Broadfide, that I am
confident they muit have done it at the Sight of our
Flath. The Adtion of Courfe went on, and we foon
difcovered that her People would not or ¢ould not
refift ‘our Fire. At the End of about an Hour and
Forty Minutes, during ‘which Time we had Twice
wore, and employed about Twenty of the laft Mi-
nutes in Chace, {he furrendered. At this Period the
appeared., moft entirgly. difabled, ind we had drawn
up clofe alongfide, with every Gun well charged
and well pointedt. It-was, neverthelefs, with confi-
derable Difficulty that I prevailed on the Spanifh
Commander to.decline the receiving of fuch a Broad-
fide by {ubmitting ; ‘and from every, Thing which I
bave fince Jearned, the perfonal Courage, Condu&,
and Zeal of that Officer, whofe Name 1s Don Tho-
mas Ayalde, was fach during the Aétion, notwith-
flanding the Event. of it, . as. refletts on him the
greateft Honor, ‘and irrefittibly impreffes on. my
Mind the higheft Admiration of - his Charalter.
After (from the Effeét of our Fire) all his Booms
had tumbled: down, and rendered” his wafte Guns
unferviceable, all the Standing Rsgging of his lower

ning Rope. cut through, and a great Number of his
People killed and wounded, he fill perfevered
(though he could rally but few of his Men) to defend

his Ship, almgft-16ager than Defence was jultifiable \

Had thete been the- fmalleft Motion in the Sea

every.- Maftmuft inevitably have gone by, the Board. }

Our Lofs' (which will appear by the inclofed
Lift) has beei lefs thin could have been expeéted ;
but our Mafts, ‘Sails and Rigging were found to be
prétty miich edt upe C o

The fpirited Exertions of every Officer; Man and.
Boy, belonging.to the Ship I command, as well in
the Aion as in the fecuring T'wo difabled Ships,
and- bringing' them inftantly off from a critical Si-

inceffant Labour ever fince, will, I truft, when their
{mall Number is confidéred, place them in a Light
fuperior "to any Praife which 1 could beflow: I am
even unwilling to fpeak of the particular Condatt
of any .of the Officers, but the Talents difplayed by
the Firft Lieutenant, (Devonthire) who.was but juit
out of our Sick Lift, during the'A&tion, added to
his uncommon Fatigue in taking Care of the Prize,

and prepared to defend her; €ntitles him.to this |
Diftinétion, and proves him highly-déferving of the
Recommendation you gave himi, with his Appoint-
ment in the Welt Indies. And although I had
rather any other Perfon thould obferve the Conduét
of a Brother of mine in Aé&ion, and fpeak of it

. (the Second Lientenant) Condu@ was. particulagy
animating to the Ship’s Campany, andu&t,?ai;i, frofn the
great Number of Guns which he faw well. pointed. in -

‘tne Courfe of the Aion; added to which, from the
Abfence of the Firft Lieutenant on Board the Prize,

-the labouring Oar of this Ship has fallen on him 3
and, in my Mind, the Tak we have had fince the

Aftion has begn infinitely more arduous than that

of the Aétion wtlelf, o

The Name of the Prize is the Mahonefs, carrying
on the Main Deck Twenty-fix Spanith Twelves,

(weighing Eighteen Ounces more than our’s) Eight

Spamith Sixes on the Quarter Deck, and & qul%cr

ot Brafs Cohorns, Swivels, &t.; had on Board Two

Hundred and Seventy five Men, befides, Six Pilots,

qualified for the Mediterranean as high as Leghorn,

[and to be put on Board Admiral Langara’s Fleet,

which fhe had been fent from Carthagena to look
for, She was built in 1789 at Mahon, is of very

large Dimenfions, meafuring Eleven Hundred and

Fourteen Tons and a Half Spanifh, was béfure the
Adtion in. complete good Condition, and is ‘coh-
fidered by the Spanith Officers the fafteft Sailer,
one of the beft conftructed, and, what they attath
confiderable Imporwasce to, the handlomeft Frigate
in their Navy, - .
Both the Frigates have this Moment anchored‘in
Safety. '
I am, &c.
(Sigred) R.. BOWEN,
An deccount of the Killed and Wounded in the Attion
between His Majefly’s Ship Terpfichore and the
Spanifl Frigate Mahonefuy on the” 13th of Odge
ber, 17G6: o CL T
Terpfichore mounts Tairty-two Twelve and Six
Pounders ; ‘Complement 6f Men T'wo Hundred and
.Fifteen: P ST
Ki{lzd.:-—rNQDE. .
WoundedwasMr. Richard Hobbs (A&ing ‘Boat.
, . fwain) flightly in the Foat; -
: John Roberts - {Quarter Mafter) Joft
his Left Thigh ; :
‘ And Two Seamen. N
. Mahonefa, by the beft Accounts-I have been able
torcollefty had about Thirty killed or died of ‘their
Wounds the Day of the A&ion, and about the fame

K Number wounded, feveral of whom are fince dead.

'Admiralty;t)ﬁicg, November 22, 1796.

Extra& of a Letter from Vice-Admiral Kingfinill,
Commander in Chief of His Majefty’s Ships and
Vefels at Gork, to Bvan Nepean, Efgs dated on
Board His Majefly'ss Ship L’Engageante, in Cork
‘Harbour,, Nofam_zégr 14, 1796, :

HIS Majefty’s Ships and Polyphemus and Cerberus
arrived here Yeftetday Afternoon, the former
‘not having feen any Thing worth noticing, and, the
latter having, as intimated in my laft, captured
- L’Hjrondelle (late Sans Culotte) Cutter Privateer,
of Ten Guns and Sixty Men, and chafed the Eranka
lin Brig Privateer into the Sqpadron under Sir John
| ' Warren, who made a Prize ofher. Thefe Privateers,
with the other Three taken: by the Santa Margurita
and Dryad, formed a fmall Squadron which had

afterwards, yet I feel it to be my Duty, as Captain
of the Ship, to fate, that I thought Mr, Bowen’s |

fitted out and failed together from Breft to feour
the Entrance of the Englith Channel, but have

:ha}



