
1768 THK EDINBURGH GAZETTE, MAY 27, 1919

Admiralty, S.W., 2M May 1919.

The KING has been graciously pleased to
approve of the posthumous award of the Victoria
Cross to the undermentioned Officers :

Lieutenant-Commander Geoffrey Saxton White, '
R.N.

For most conspicuous gallantry and devo-
tion to duty as Commanding Officer of H.M.
Submarine " E 14 " on the 28th of January
1918.

" E 14 " left Mudros on the 27th of January
under instructions to force the Narrows and
attack the " Goeben," which was reported
aground off Nagara Point after being damaged
during her sortie from the Dardanelles.
The latter vessel was not found and 'k E 14 ''
turned back. At about 8.45 a.m. on the 28th
of January a torpedo was fired from " E 14 "
at an enemy ship; 11 seconds after the
torpedo left the tube a heavy explosion took
place, caused all lights to go out, and sprang
the fore hatch. Leaking badly the boat was
blown to 15 feet, and at once a heavy fire
came from the forts, but the hull was not
hit. " E 14 " then dived and proceeded on
her way out.

Soon afterwards the boat became out of
control, and as the air supply was nearly
exhausted, Lieutenant-Commander White I
decided to run the risk of proceeding on the
surface. Heavy fire was immediately opened
from both sides, and, after running the
gauntlet for half-an-hour, being steered from
below, " E 14 " was so badly damaged that
Lieutenant-Commander White turned towards
the shore in order to give the crew a chance
of being saved. He remained on deck the
whole time himself until he was killed by a
shell.

Lieutenant Frederick Parslow, R.N.R.
For most conspicuous gallantry and devo-

tion to duty when in command of the Horse
Transport " Anglo-Californian " on the 4th
July 1915.

At 8 a.m. on 4th July 1915, a large sub-
marine was sighted on the port beam at a
distance of about one mile. The ship, which
was entirely unarmed, was immediately
manoeuvred to bring the submarine astern ;
every effort was made to increase speed, and
an S.O.S. call was sent out by wireless, an
answer being received from a man-of-war.

At 9 a.m. the submarine opened fire, and
maintained a steady fire, making occasional
hits, until 10.30 a.m., meanwhile Lieutenant
Parslow constantly altered course and kept
the submarine astern.

At 10.30 a.m. the enemy hoisted the signal
to " abandon the vessel as fast as possible,"
and in order to save life Lieutenant Parslow
decided to obey, and stopped engines to
give as many of the crew as wished an oppor-
tunity to get away in the boats. On re-
ceiving a wireless message from a destroyer,
however, urging him to hold on as long as
possible, he decided to get way on the ship
again. The submarine then opened a heavy
fire on the bridge and boats with guns and
rifles, wrecking the upper bridge, killing
Lieutenant Parslow, and carrying away one

of the port davits, causing the boat to drop
into the sea and throwing its occupants into
the water.

At about 11 a.m. two destroyers arrived
on the scene, and the submarine dived.

Throughout the attack Lieutenant Parslow
remained on the bridge, on which the enemy
fire was concentrated, entirely without pro-
tection, and by his magnificent heroism suc-
ceeded, at the cost of his own life, in saving
a valuable ship and cargo for the country.
He set a splendid example to the officers and
men of the Mercantile Marine.

Lieutenant Archibald Bisset Smith, R.N.R.

For most conspicuous gallantry and devo-
tion to duty when in command of the S.S.
" Otaki," on the 10th March 1917.

At about 2.30 p.m. on 10th March 1917,
the S.S. " Otaki," whose armament consisted
of one 4'7-in. gun for defensive purposes,
sighted the disguised German raider " Moewe."
which was armed with four 5'9-inch, one
4'1-mch, and two 22-pd.r. guns, and two
torpedo tubes. The " Moewe " kept the
" Otaki" under observation for some time
and finally called upon her to stop. This
Lieutenant Smith refused to do. and a duel
ensued at ranges of 1900-2000 yards, and
lasted for about 20 minutes.

During this action the " Otaki " scored
several hits on the " Moewe." causing con-
siderable damage, and starting a fire, which
lasted for three days. She sustained several
casualties and received much damage herself,
and was heavily on fire. Lieutenant Smith,
therefore, gave orders for the boats to be
lowered to allow the crew to be rescued. He
remained on the ship himself and went down
with her when she sank with the British
colours still flying, after what was described
in an enemy account as " a duel as gallant
as naval historv can relate."

CENTRAL CHANCERY OF THE ORDERS
OF KNIGHTHOOD..

St. James's Palace, S.W.,
24th May 1919.

The KING has been graciously pleased to
give orders for the following appointments to
the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire,
in recognition of valuable services rendered in
connection with the War :—

To be Officers of the Military Division of the
said Most Excellent Order.

Commander Victor Lindsey Arbuthnot Camp-
bell, D.S.O., R.N.

For valuable services in connection with
operations carried out on shore at Murmansk.

Commander Alexander Rennie, R.N.R.
For valuable services as Navigating Officer

of H.M.S. " Virginia " since December 1914,
whilst employed on patrol and ocean escort
duties.


